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Please submit news for the November issue anytime before the deadline of 15th October  to – 
Theo Critchley at    Maple Cottage, Dark Lane, Higher  Whitley   or    Tel 01925 730569    or    email. JamesTCritchley@aol.com . 
Please note receipt of your email will be confirmed – if you do not receive confirmation please send again!    
 

Many thanks to all those who deliver the WVN. 
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www.whitleyvillage.org.uk�
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To add a child’s name to the Birthday List please contact Theo Critchley 
01925 730569. Their name will appear annually in future issues. Please 
note we can only include children 11 years old or under who live in Whitley 
and/ or attend Whitley Village School. 
 

Notable Dates in October 
 

        Sunday 25th October       End of British Summer Time  
                               Clocks Go Back 1 Hour   

 

      Saturday 31st October      Halloween 

 
 

       Whitley Village Hall Film Show 
       

Presents  two recently released 
films for your enjoyment! 
 

 Brad Pitt & Cate Blanchett 
                        in 

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
         Thursday 22 nd October at 7.30 pm  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

The Reader  with Kate Winslet 
 Thursday 26 th November at 7.30 pm 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Tickets available at the door   
£3 including refreshments 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mobile Library  
At Whitley Village Hall car park from 9.15 – 9.45 am 

 

Wednesday 7th & 21st October 
 

Whitley W.I.  
  How many men have ever worried over the vexed questions of 
‘how do you keep your knees young’, ‘how do you achieve a flat 
stomach in five days’ or ‘when does a freckle become an age 
spot’? These expectations and questions, however, are 
permanently asked of and by women reaching ‘a certain age’ 
(whatever that is!) and this was illustrated, with great humour, to 
members of Whitley WI by speaker, Gay Rhodes during her talk. 
Full of wit and wisdom about coping with life in general, 
including her experiences with computers and ambiguous car 
parking notices, which admonished the driver that there was “No 
Return within an Hour” (think about it!), she sent members home 
smiling.  
  “Enlightenment, fun and friendship” is the purpose of the WI 
and members were also given a fascinating talk about fluorescent 
tubes, cathode ray tubes and X-ray tubes, by fellow member and 
physicist, Anne McMurtrie, which gave rise to several questions 
about energy saving light bulbs.  As these are classified as 
hazardous waste, members were keen to know how and where 
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Saturday  
24th October 2009 
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Whitley Village Hall  
 

 

3 course meal /  
 

Casino / 
 

 Bond inspired quiz 
 

Champagne 
reception / 

 

 Dress to impress 
 

Tickets £20 
 

For tickets contact  
Cathy Ure 730199, 

Peter Clayton 730618 or 
 Clifford Straw 730418  

�

 

Parish Council News 
 

Council Clerk 
As John Shaw has decided he would like to retire from the role of 
Clerk to the Parish Council, the Council is looking for a replacement, 
preferably but not necessarily, from within the Whitley community.  
The position takes up a few hours per week and is remunerated.  
Previous experience is not essential as John is prepared to support 
and train the appointee for a while.  This is an important role and a 
good opportunity to become involved in community affairs.  Would 
anyone interested or wishing to have more information please 
contact John on 730390, Clifford Straw on 730419 or any other 
Parish Councillor. 
 

Whitley School Governors 
The Parish Council are able to recommend the appointment of a 
person to represent the Community on the School governing body, 
and is now seeking a replacement for Mrs Julia Cooper who is 
retiring.  The School is an important part of the community and 
along with all other schools is facing the difficulties of education 
reforms introduced by central government, and so a strong governing 
body is needed.  Would any persons interested in the position please 
contact John Shaw. 
 

A49 Tarporley Road 
Within the last few weeks two road traffic accidents have occurred 
on the A49 at Whitley. Both resulted in fatalities.  
The Parish Council would be interested to hear any views or 
thoughts regarding driver behaviour on the A49. Please contact John 
Shaw on 730390. 

 
Whitley Conservation Society 

 

Whitley Birdwatch by Ian Macpherson 
 

 Last day in July I got up at 7 a.m. I visited a favourite local site 
guaranteed for good bird watching . At first glance the track 
behind and west of Pilmoss Farm, being so near the Motorway, 
seems an unlikely place for birdlife but is in fact a “hot spot” for 
warblers. I put it down to being the last green area before the 
M56 and the urban expanse of Warrington to the north. Around 
the farm yard and buildings there was an abundance of sparrows 
and swallows and lots of tits in the bushes and hedges bordering 
one side of the path. Here there are goldfinches, greenfinches, 
and yellowhammer.  Just 100 yards down from the farm, to the 
right there is a clump of trees and shrubs with good thick 
undergrowth- ideal habitat at for all sorts and within minutes I 
had seen chiffchaff, garden warbler and whitethroat collecting 
insects on the sunny side of the bushes. The whitethroat was 
recognizable by it’s irritable “churr” as it warned me off from 
watching it take beaks full of food to the nest area. I’m not 
certain but I think there are lesser whitethroats here too. On the 
hedge opposite I had several glimpses of a sedge warbler. (stripy 
back and distinctive eye stripe). Other ‘suspects’ included a pair 
if linnets and a reed bunting, both I have seen here before.  Lower 

Whitley 
Antrobus 
Little Leigh 
Churches 

The 2009 Children's Holiday Club  
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they should be safely disposed and were anxious for advice from 
their local authority. 
  Following on from the SOS for Bees resolution passed at the WI 
AGM in June, each WI has been asked to find a ‘bee 
ambassador’ to spearhead local action and President, Sue Abbott, 
reported that the committee had several ideas for follow up action 
in the local community including growing bee-friendly flowers. 
To raise awareness about the plight of the honeybee and maintain 
pressure on the government, a national WI Bee Aware week, 
from October 24 -31, is being held and members encouraged to 
hold coffee mornings, serving cakes and macaroons using honey. 
  Work is progressing on the new embroidered WI tablecloth, 
with an external tutor  coming to help at the autumn workshops, 
an exhibition of knitted beaded bags is being held and fellow 
member, Pat Holbrook, is tutoring a Basket Weaving course.  
  Cheshire Federation events that members can attend include a 
Carol Service in Chester cathedral, the Autumn meeting at 
Winsford, with guest speaker Christine Walkden, gardener and 
television presenter and a Women Reaching Women day, during 
which visiting speakers from Oxfam, WaterAid and London 
University will highlight and report on the problems caused by 
climate change, as experienced by women in various parts of the 
world who are already struck by poverty and inequality. 
  The next meeting is on October 1 and for information about this 
and all Whitley WI events, activities, monthly rambles and book 
club details email president@whitleywi.org.uk or ring Helen on 
01925 730329.  Further information about Whitley WI, 
federation and national WI events can be found on the 
appropriate websites. We always welcome visitors and new 
members.  Meetings are usually on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7.30 pm in Whitley Village Hall. 
 

Whitley Homewatch 

  It has become apparent recently that there has been a number of 
distraction burglaries reported to Cheshire Police.  Trading 
Standards would like to pass on this information in order that the 
public keep vigilant at all times 
  On each occasion callers posing as Water Board Officials have 
tried to gain access to properties on the pretence of needing to 
check water pressure.  One resident who allowed the bogus caller 
entry to her property has since found a substantial amount of 
money missing. 
  Please be on your guard against this type of crime. Use your 
door chain and ask to see photographic identification.  
  You can check the callers validity by contacting United Utilities 
on 0845 7462200.( Dee Valley Water 01978 846946 ) 
 No genuine caller will mind waiting while you do this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walking In Cheshire 
 

More than 130 Cheshire walks to download and print FREE! 
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It’s good for 
your heart, it’s good for your lungs, it’s good for the muscle and 
bone growth of your children and it’s good for your feeling of 
wellbeing! Strong scientific evidence now supports the many 
benefits to health of regular walking – it is recommended that we 
take at least 10,000 steps a day. 
Studies show that walking can: 

 Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke  
 Lower blood pressure  
 Reduce high cholesterol  
 Reduce body fat  
 Enhance mental well being  

Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active habit. If 
parents express excitement about the prospect of a walk in the 
countryside, they are more likely to transmit this feeling to their 
children. It’s important to treat the walk as an exploration or 
adventure and to go at the child’s pace, no matter how often they 
want to stop and look at things; take treats to eat and plenty to 
drink; and head for some landmark that will appeal to them such 

down the path across the field it is uncultivated and quite boggy 
on both sides with reeds and grasses and tall hedges providing 
good food source and nest sites. All the time I was there a 
buzzard squatted on a telegraph pole about 100 yards away 
watching me and screeching at me regularly. Not the done thing 
really but I did deliberately move closer to try to film it flying. It 
was just too far for a clear picture on my 5 x lens digital camera. 
All in all, a pleasant hour on a beautiful morning. The only thing 
was the grass was cold and wet and I forgot my wellies. I have 
posted a couple of photographs on the web page also a google-
earth map for ease of locating the area. 
 The 12th August was a notable day – at last the young bullfinches 
appeared at our seed feeder. Two have beeen seen together. We 
first saw adults mid June. The normal egg clutch is 4 or 5. They 
incubate for 14 days and fly after a further 14 to 18 days. So from 
this we can deduce the courting, pairing, nest building and 
fertilization times. 
 There have been lots of young buzzards in the air over the fields 
between Bentleys Farm Lane and Back Lane. Constant 
screeching during the day and at night the tawny owls take over. 
It has been an amazing breeding season. Well into August we 
have seen newly fledged tits, sparrows and finches, I guess third 
broods for those busy parents. 
 The Whitley Birdwatch Group facebook site is up and running. 
Please feel free to post comments and pictures there. Within a 
few days of set up we had three “professionals” from Focal Point 
access it and post some pictures. They rather put to shame my 
efforts with the camera – but for what it’s worth have a look at 
the items I have posted from shots around the village over the last 
couple of years – many taken on a mobile phone! 
 

 The Bird Watch Challenge competition finished on 15th 
September so we look forward to receiving lots of entries.  
There are two addresses for entries:-  Poachers Lodge, Back Lane 
or Maple Cottage, Dark Lane, Higher Whitley or by 
 e mail to  ian.macpherson@penninetelecom.com 
NOTE - Please submit any entries before 31st October! 
  How to gain access to Facebook Whitley Birdwatch Group  
If you are already a member of Facebook and are signed in, on 
the home screen on the top right hand corner of the page use the 
search box and search for Whitley Birdwatch Group. If not, 
Google search for Facebook. or type in 
http://www.facebook.com/ 
Follow the instructions to create an account. 
Warning! Since the site is open access we  are trusting  it will not 
attract rude or malicious content. Should you become aware of 
that happening. Please contact me and I will delete the account. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Whitley School 
Whitley Village School are participating in the ‘Operation Christmas 
Child’ scheme. We will collect individual items and complete shoe 
boxes in school until Monday 16th November. If you would like to 
donate either a filled shoe box or individual items, please call at the 
school. For further details, visit the school’s website or 
www.samaritans-purse.org 
The School is looking for someone to teach chess to the children. If 
you have an hour a week to spare and would like to explain the 
moves needed to become a Grand Master, please call 01925 730230. 
 As you will remember, our Rose Queen celebrations commemorated 
the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of World 
 War II: our children have been fascinated by the stories that they 
have heard and we are going to create a link on our school website 
called ‘Living History’, but we cannot do this without your help. 
In November, the whole school will study aspects of life in Whitley, 
with particular emphasis on the War Years, beginning on Monday 9th 
November and we are asking people with memories of our school 
and the village to visit the school to talk to the children, or to write to 
us with their recollections. On Wednesday at 10.00am, the children 
will lead a Service of Remembrance in the School Hall, before 
walking down to the Church to lay a wreath and observe the silence 
at 11.00am, with prayers led by Reverend Diggle. On Thursday 
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as a castle, a playground, an ice cream van or a boating pond. If 
children experience walking as part of a fun activity they are 
more likely to want to go again. 
So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a keen 
walker, got fed up with the lack of information on walks that 
were going on in the County. So, he decided that if he couldn’t 
find what he was looking for – he had better create it! So 
www.walkingincheshire.co.uk came into being.  
So check out the website and get walking! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

afternoon, the Friendly Club and community members are invited 
into School to talk to and share stories with the children, we intend to 
record and write up recollections and include them on the website – 
if you have any photos we will be able to scan them at school to be 
included in the project. Finally, we will end the week with a Victory 
Party, with songs and games, food and drink – but only if it’s not 
rationed! 
If you would like to be involved, the School would love to hear from 
you – this is very much a community event and once completed, our 
project will provide everyone with an idea of Whitley’s Living 
History. 

 

 

 
 
 

  PLANNING APPLICATIONS   

 
Reference 

 
Description 

 
Address 

 
Name 

Date Parish Council 
Agree or Object 

Date Vale Royal 
Approve or Refuse 

09-00794-FUL 
28th May 2009 

Extension of existing garage 
to form garden 
workshop/store.  
Replacement of roof over 
existing garage & associated 
repairs. 

Ashfield Farm 
Dark Lane 

John Whitworth No Objection 
Min 6 13th July 09 

Approved 
11th August 2009 

09-00977-FUL 
18th June 2009 

Replacement of garage with 
extension and single storey 
extension to dwelling. 

Cobbles, 
Tarporley 
Road 

L Davies Objection 
Concerns about over 
development and proximity 
to neighbour 
Min 6 13th July 09 

Approved 
7th August 2009 

09-00980-FUL 
16th June 2009 

Erection of garage. Holmside, 
Street Lane 

G Cawley No Objection 
Min 6 13th July 09 

Approved 
22nd July 2009 

09-00981-Ful 
25th June20 09 

Two storey extension to 
side. 

Holmside, 
Street Lane 

G. Cawley No Objection 
Min 6 13th July 09 

Approved 
7th August 2009 

09-00982-FUL 
22nd June 2009 

Single storey extension to 
side and two storey garage 
extension to rear. 

Whitley Edge, 
Village Lane 

Chris Wilson Objection.  Already extended 
and now subject to over 
development. 
Min 6 13th July 09 

Refused 
3rd August 2009 

09-00982-FUL 
22nd June 2009 

Single storey extension to 
side and two storey garage 
extension to rear. 

Whitley Edge, 
Village Lane 

Chris Wilson Objection.  Already extended 
and now subject to over 
development. 
Min 6 13th July 09 

Refused 
3rd August 2009 

09-01358-LDC 
10th August 
2009 

Application for certificate of 
lawfulness of existing 
development for retention of 
dwelling 

Five Oaks, 
Raddel Lane 

J Bryan   

09-01419-FUL 
17th August 
2009 

Erection of agricultural 
workers dwelling 

Yew Tree 
Nurseries 
Normans Lane 

G Whittaker   

(Min 6 13th  July 09  Refers to Parish Council Minutes which can be found on website www.whitleyvillage.org.uk) 
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Advance Notice  Northwich Charity Market  
 

To Be Held On 12th November , when St Luke’s will have it’s famous produce stall. 
Any surplus fruit or produce from gardens would be gratefully received, 

 to be made into our range of jams, jellies, chutney etc. 
Please contact Elizabeth Alms 01565 777 648 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

A WESTERN 
THEMED 

NEW YEAR’S 
 EVE PARTY 
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A celebratory meal will be provided from the local hostelry at the Chetwode from the Chuck Wagon 
�

Those of you who wish may wear dress of the time  
e.g Gunslingers,  Cowboys, Cowgirls,  Red Indians or Country and Western singers 

                                                    Tickets in exchange for a £20 note  
                                          Tickets can be obtained from the following deputies:-  
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Organisations, Contacts and Diary Dates  
 

BAKER -------------------------------------- Mrs J Perry     01606 42162 POLICE,   Northwich ---------------------------------------- 01606 48000 

BRIDGE CLUB  ----- Wednesdays, Antrobus Village Hall - 7.20pm 
 

                                                Linda Ince    01925 730533 

ROSE QUEEN --------------------- Mrs Ann Tolson     01925 730910 
                                                       Mr N Heavey      01925 730418 

BROWNIES ----------- (Closed) SCOUTS ---------------------------------- Fridays  7.00 – 8.30pm  WVH 

CIRCUIT TRAINING Mon 6.45–7.45pm & Fri 1.45 –2.45 pm WVH 

                                                 Mrs Julie Clayton     01925 730618 
 

                                 Mr John Frodsham     01928 567028 
 

ST. LUKE’S  --------------------- Rev. Richard Diggle   01925 730158 
COMMUNITY CARS --------------------------------------- 01606 784497 
 

COMMUNITY CHOIR ---------------- Cate Madden    01925 730230 
 

    FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S  --- Mr Ian Roberts       01925 730593 
 

STRETTON NEWSAGENT ------------------------------ 01925 730388 

                                             Thurs 6 – 7 pm     Whitley School Hall STRETTON SUB-POST OFFICE ---------------------- 01925 730255 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR --------- Malcolm Byram      01606 74451 STRETTON YFC -------- Secretary: Paul Gerrard     07775 907765 

CRIME/ INCIDENT REPORT --------------------------- 0845 458 0000                                              Chairman: Tom Earl     07870 118660 

CUB SCOUTS ------------------------------ Cathy Lee    07956 061341 TODDLER GROUP -------------------- Thurs 9.30 – 11.30 am   WVH 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ---------  Malcolm Byram     01606 74451                                                            Karen Hood    07881 658810 

DOG TRAINING CLUB  ---------------------------- Weds 7.15pm WVH 
 

                                                     Derek Williams     01925 267647 
 

VILLAGE HALL TEL NO  --------------------------------- 01925 730839 
 

 Committee Meeting  8pm every 3rd   Thursday of the month WVH 
 

FRANDLEY QUAKER MEETING             Sundays 10.30 to 11.30 
                      Frandley Meeting House, Sandiway Lane, Antrobus 
���������������������������������������� Michael Hennessey   01928 718417 
 

FRIENDLY CLUB               - 2 – 4 pm  Every 2 nd Thursday WVH 
                                        Thurs 8 th Oct  -  Outing to Shrewsbury 
 

                                                            Mrs P Ikin      01925 267865 

 
VILLAGE HALL CONTACT  ----------- Cathy Ure      01925 730199 
 
 
 

WHITLEY BOWLS                             7.15pm  Thur s  8 th October 
                                                                               Chetwode Arms 
            Pat Gaskell 01925 730573 / Joan Pattinson 01606 891959 
 

WHITLEY COMM PRE-SCHOOL ----- Karen Hood 07881 658810 
 

GUIDES ------------------------------- Mondays  6.30 – 8.00pm    WVH                                    Mon 9.15 - 12.00am / 12.30 – 3.00pm WVH 

        Mrs J Clarke   01925 730206 / Mrs M Barber   01925 730784                             Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday, 9.15 – 12 noon  WVH 

HOMEWATCH CO- ORDINATOR Mr John Shaw   01925 730390 WHITLEY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

MILKMAN  ----------------------------------- Mr Wood      01606 851240                                                          Keith Gaskell    01925 730573 

MOTHERS UNION ------- 2nd  Weds of month, 2.00pm Church Hall 
 

                                                       Mrs Jean Pace   01925 730415 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE SCHOOL  ------- Headteacher Mrs J Morrison 
 

                                                                                  01925 730230 
  FRIENDS OF WHITLEY SCHOOL  Geoff Barker  01928 713923 

PARISH COUNCIL     ---  7.30 pm Monday 26 th  October – WVH 
 

                                             Clerk Mr John Shaw     01925 730390 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE WEBSITE  ---------- www.whitleyvillage.org.uk 
                                                  email     andy_cairns@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ----------------------See Item inside this issue 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  Mrs P. Gaskell   01925 730573 
 

               Sue Abbott   01928 581196 email  Sue.abbott@ukonline 

(WVH – Whitley Village Hall) 
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Village Hall Lottery  
August & September  Draw  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
 

Dianne Leicester/ 
Cathy Ure 

2nd Prize  £50 
 

Barbara Beswick/ 
Robert Brock 

3rd Prize  £25 
 

Frank Sale/ 
Sheila Pridden 

4th  Prize  £10 
 

Andrew Glennon/ 
Andrew Glennon 

 

The Lottery is drawn every month with four winners. Would you like to participate in it? 
For an entry form please ‘phone either Jane Gleave on 730773 or June Smither 730478 


