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Dear Readers    ���������	
���
�����������������  
Please submit news for the next issue which will cover both December & January , anytime before the deadline of  
15th November  to the editor – 
Theo Critchley at    Maple Cottage, Dark Lane, Higher  Whitley   or    Tel 01925 730569    or    email. JamesTCritchley@aol.com . 
Please note receipt of your email will be confirmed – if you do not receive confirmation please send again!    
 

An A4 Church Newsletter should be inside this issue  – please contact the editor if yours is missing. 
 
 

Clifford Straw  
 

 
 

Mr and Mrs C Straw  
 

  Clifford Straw stood down as chairman of the Village Hall 
Management Committee (VHMC) at this year's Annual General 
meeting after 37 years in the post, a remarkable record of service 
to the Whitley community. Clifford has overseen many 
improvements to the Village Hall over these years, most recently 
the completion of the annexe, which gives so much more room 
and flexibility of use. He, successive committees and numerous 
helpers have put on hundreds of events over these 37 years, 
which have been so important in raising the funds to make such 
improvements a reality. Some of these events, such as the 10km, 
not only raise funds but have put Whitley on the map and into the 
calendars of many North-West running clubs.  
  In recognition of all his achievements, on Saturday September 
19th members of the VHMC past and present, their partners, 
Clifford's family and friends gathered for a very special 
celebratory evening. The evening was special for the glowing 
tributes paid to Clifford, but also special for the fact that Clifford 
had no idea that the party was taking place. He was lured to the 
Village Hall on the pretence of needing to check the central 
heating on his way to what he thought was a meal out, only to 
walk into a very warm reception from his assembled guests. 
   We had an excellent meal prepared by members of the VHMC, 
some speeches, the presentation of a plaque, which should shortly 
appear in the annexe, followed by music and some 'proper' 
dancing. We are relieved to say that Clifford remains on the 
committee to guide and advise us. 
   Many thanks to all who attended to make this such a special 
evening and for maintaining the surprise element, and to all who 
helped with the organisation. 
Peter Clayton, Chair of WVHMC. 
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  Special Birthday Mentions is not just for children aged 11 years 
or under – it’s for any resident of Whitley with a special birthday 
such as an 18th or 60th! So let the editor know of any special 
birthdays you would like to see mentioned 

Mrs Houghton 
 

  Mrs Houghton from Town Green is retiring from delivering the 
Whitley Village News. She has been a ‘newsgirl’ from the 
Village News ‘birth’ 31 years ago. Thank you very much for your 
long service, we hope you have a long and happy retirement. 
  Margaret Hughes from Town Green is taking over her round. 
 

 

Northwich  Annual   Charity   
 

 

 St Luke’s will have it’s famous 
produce stall with jams, pickles, 
chutneys, fruit, vegetables and 

much more 
 

There will be a number of other stalls 
on the day selling a variety of items with 
all proceeds going to a charitable cause  

 

 

Market   Day 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thurs 12th Nov  
       8am onwards  
In the Open Market 
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4 talented musicians who sing, dance and play their little hearts out 
on fiddles, guitar, piano, accordion, mandolin and more! 

 Suitable for all the family! 
A Rural Touring Network Event 

 
 
 

 

Whitley Village Hall Film Show 
       

Presents……  
The Reader  with Kate Winslet 

 

Thursday 26 th November at 7.30 pm 
 

Tickets Available at the Door 
 

£3 including refreshments 
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Whitley Homewatch 

 
 

  Trading Standards would like to warn consumers that traders 
operating under the names of National Roof and Driveway Cleaning 
and White Horse Construction are at present cold calling in the area. 
Trading Standards are advising consumers who may be thinking of 
employing the company that although no complaints have been made 
about the quality of work, we have as yet been unable to verify if the 
traders are actually connected to addresses that they state on their 
paperwork.  You can view the advertisement by going to 
www.nationalroofanddrivewaycleaning.com  
  Further investigation has shown that although there is a reference to 
a 7 day cooling off period in the paperwork it does not comply with 
the law therefore the contract is unenforceable. 
Trading Standards would like to point out that any company trading 
with the same name from a different address are not under 
investigation.  
  If you have been approached by the traders named and for further 
information please contact Trading Standards on 08454 040506  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Trading Standards are advising great care should be taken when 
calling out traders to repair TVs after a number of complaints have 
been received.   
  On each occasion the consumer responds to an advertisement by 
what appears to be a local trader.  Following a visit from the trader 
the consumer is told that the TV must be taken away and that they 
will be telephoned with a quote for the cost of repair. The trader does 
then telephone the consumer but with an expensive repair cost. The 
repair has then been declined but in many cases the TV has not been 
returned. Enquiries by Trading Standards are ongoing but it appears 
that the trader concerned is not local and that consumers TVs are 
being taken to a location outside the local area. 
  Advice from Trading Standards is, please take steps to ensure you 
are dealing with a reputable repair business. Always make sure you 
know who you are dealing with, including full address and business 
name. Try and use someone that has been recommended or that you 
know is a member of a recognised trade body.   
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  A new telephone 'scam' has arrived.  A 'representative' of BT, 
called informing me that he was disconnecting me because of an 
unpaid bill. He demanded payment immediately of £31, or it would 
be £118 to re-connect at a later date. I asked the man's name – which 
the very 'English' John Peacock with a very 'African' accent - & he 
gave the phone number - 0800 0800 152. 
  Obviously he realised I wasn't believing his story, so offered to 
demonstrate that he was from BT. I asked how & he told me to hang 
up & try phoning someone - he would disconnect my phone to 
prevent this.  AND HE DID !! My phone was dead - no engaged 
tone, nothing - until he phoned me again. 
  He asked if that was enough proof that he was with BT. I said that I 
didn't know how he'd done it, but I had absolutely no intention of 
paying him, I didn't believe his name or that he worked for BT. He 
hung up. 
 It turned out that his 0800 number was fictitious.  I contacted the 
police, I wasn't the first. The fact that the phone does go dead would 
probably convince some people it's real. Cutting off of the line is 
very simple, he stays on the line with the mute button on so you can't 
dial out - but he can hear you trying (The person who initiates a call 
is the one who has to terminate it). When you stop trying he cuts off 
and immediately calls back. He then asks for immediate payment 
using a debit/ credit card. Obviously, once they have your card 
details, there is nothing to stop them cleaning out your account.  
  Please make friends & family aware of this.   
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Eight men involved in the “professional and lucrative” crime of 
stealing high value equipment from farms and contractors’ sites  
were sentenced at Knutsford Crown Court. 
More than £350,000 worth of tractors, trailers & other farming 
equipment as well as quad bikes and a speedboat were stolen by the 
group last year. The thefts, which were centered on the rural parts of 
West and East Cheshire around  Northwich and Knutsford, affected 
the farming community which relied on the equipment and saw work 
disrupted and insurance premiums rise.  

 
 

 

Mobile Library  
At Whitley Village Hall car park from 9.15 – 9.45 am 

 

Wednesday 4th & 18th November 
 
 

 

Whitley Rose Queen  
 

Saturday 5th December 
at 

Whitley Village Hall .  
Doors open at 4.30pm  

for tea at 5.00pm. 
 

If anyone who is eligible (60 
years or over) has not received 

an invitation by mid-  November, 
please contact Katie Lavender  

 01925 730533. 
 

 

Annual Christmas 
  Party  

           
     An evening not to be   
                 missed! 
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Whitley Community Pre-School 
 

are holding their  
Autumn/ Winter Fizz Fashion Show  

on Tuesday 24th November 
at Whitley Village Hall 

 

Tickets are £5 which includes a glass of wine. 
 

This has always been a great night out so phone  
Karen Hood for more details or to order your tickets. 

07881 658810 
 

 

A Wander Down Memory Lane  Whitley 100 years ago 
 

  We will start our journey at the top of Greenhills Common, in a 
cottage lived Mr and Mrs Dobson. They were the local carrier and 
went to Warrington with their horse and cart on Market Day. As 
cycling or walking were the only means of getting to Market, unless 
one owned a horse and cart, this service was very useful. 
  At the bottom of the Common we turned  left, on our right we have 
a beautiful sheet of clear water, the Mill Pond, across from the pond 
the Mill, very active in those days grinding corn and other products. 
The pool had sluice gates, controlling the water, high or low 
according to the needs of the Mill. This was a source of fascination 
to me, watching the water rushing down and disappearing under the 
road. 
  Retracing our steps and walking along Grimsditch  Lane, beautiful 
with willows flanking the brook and  many trees in Park Field, as it 
was called. Incidentally, this lane was at one time ‘Private’ with a 
gate at the end. 

Extract taken from an item originally published in July 1978.  
 

Friendly Club  
  The Friendly Club enjoyed two very pleasant outings, their annual 
visit to the Queen’s Hotel, Blackpool in September with a 2- way 
journey through the illuminations on the way home and in October a 
visit to Shrewsbury calling at Morton Garden Park on the way and 
returning via the candle Factory at Peckforton. A really full day out. 
If you are retired and would like to join in these outings, new 
members are always welcome. 
  The Friendly Club is thriving and hopes to continue for many 
more years. 

Peggy Ikin 
 

  Peggy Ikin is recovering well from her recent visit to hospital 
and would like to thank everyone for their cards and phone calls. 
They were very much appreciated. 
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***LOST***LOST***LOST***LOST***LOST***LOST***  
 

Have you seen Billy? 
 He’s a big ginger cat (neutered and microchipped) about 7 yrs 
old, very gentle and friendly and new to the area. 
If you can help please phone 07734 888336 anytime or e-mail  
delzx7r@supanet.com 
  

Whitley W.I.  
 

  It’s often said that “if you want something done, ask a busy 
person”.  This is certainly true of many WI members and our 
Whitley WI President is no exception.  Although Sue Abbott is a 
professional and full-time web developer, when asked if she would 
become President of the WI, three years ago, her response was a 
positive “Oh yes, thank you, I’d be privileged.”  We are delighted 
that Sue, who isn’t standing for re-election this year, has agreed to be 
a Bee Ambassador for our WI, following up on our SOS for Bees WI 
resolution and are looking forward to hearing about her recent visit 
to the Bee Research Unit at the Food and Environment Research 
Agency in York. 
  A life of riches beyond our wildest dreams, as an employee in the 
household of the Sultan of Brunei, was described by Norma 
Walmsley, speaker at the October meeting. Her talk was illustrated 
with many intriguing anecdotes and stories of the fascinating years 
she had spent with the family as educator and personal aide. A Music 
Quiz rounded off a very enjoyable evening. 
  November 5 is the date of our Annual Meeting and future plans 
include chocolate workshops, napkin art and decoupage. 
Arrangements for the Christmas party on December 3 are well under 
way and in preparation for this, floral art demonstrator and member, 
Alison Morton, will run a Christmas table decoration workshop on 
December 1 in Whitley Village Hall. 
  Music has always played an important role in WI life and a rare 
opportunity was offered recently to those Whitley WI members who 
sing with the Weaver Valley WI Choir. The choir was invited to 
present the St Francis Gala Concert in the monastery of St Francis in 
Gorton, Manchester, on October 4, in celebration of the 800th 
Anniversary of the birth of St Francis.  Just being in that magnificent 
Pugin church, until recently vandalised and in ruins and now 
beautifully restored, was a privilege but to sing ‘Jerusalem’ in that 
building was inspirational.  
  Visitors and potential members are always welcome at any of our 
meetings, workshops and events and for full details and information 
about all Whitley WI activities, monthly rambles and book club 
email president@whitleywi.org.uk or ring Helen on 01925 730329.   
Meetings are usually on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30 pm 
in Whitley Village Hall. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spring/ Summer Birdwatch Competition 
As some people missed the submission details it has been decided to 
extend the deadline for sending completed forms to the end of 
November. See right for addresses to send forms. 
 

 
 

Whitley Conservation Society 
 

Whitley Birdwatch by Ian Macpherson 
  A feature of late autumn has been the number of buzzards around 
the village. They can be seen everywhere so clearly it has been a 
good breeding season and food has been plentiful. My own sightings 
include eight in the sky at the same time over Queastybirch where 
they nest and a family of five at a time regularly over Back Lane. 
The swallows and warblers are all gone so now we look out for 
winter visitors. Expect soon to see flocks of fieldfare and redwings.    
At this time you may notice also flocks of starlings and finches 
forming particularly in areas where there are stubble fields for them 
to feed on. Scan these closely with your binoculars you may see in 
there the odd brambling among the chaffinches. 
On the 5th October I saw a merlin on Back Lane. A beautiful bird, 
darker and smaller than a kestrel with sharp hawk like features it 
skims along the lane a few inches off the ground, then swoops up to 
a perch or disappears over the hedge. Another winter visitor to look 
out for is curlew in the fields either side of Limes Lane. Skeins of 
Canada geese have been overflying the village every day at treetop 
height travelling west-north-west to east-south-east in the morning 
and back at dusk. My assumption initially was that they were 
heading for inland water such as Marbury in the morning but 
knowing that they roost on water in numbers that did not seem right. 
I checked therefore with the RSBP and have it on authority that in 
the morning they are heading inland to feed in open fields and 
evening north again to “roost” on water or the Mersey estuary. 
  When I was involved in bird surveys it was very pleasing to see lots 
of bird boxes and feeding stations in Whitley gardens. If you don’t 
already have any or want to attract more birds to your garden here 
are some tips for feeding:-Positioning is important, whilst you 
obviously want to easily view the visitors bear in mind the birds need 
cover for security, protection and staging posts or perches to survey 
the area from before feeding. Photos of my feeding area are on the 
facebook site. My station has evolved over the years. First of all I 
recommend a pole with hangers-- they will last forever whilst 
wooden tables get very messy, rot and are difficult to keep vermin 
off. You will see that my pole has an upside down plant pot loosely 
fitted and wobbly so there is no purchase for climbing squirrels. It’s 
a home made solution that works well.  I recommend some sort of 
hard standing. Poles hangers and containers are available in most 
garden centres Go for the most durable and easiest to keep clean. 
Note that there are different feeders for each type of food. The 
Poachers Lodge a la carte menu consists of sunflower hearts (ask for 
hearts otherwise the black seed cases cause a terrible mess), peanuts 
for the woodpeckers and nuthatch.  Niger or thistle seed for finches 
and a mix of soft seed including mealworms for robins wrens etc. 
For the tits we have suet fat blocks or balls (these come in various 
varieties impregnated with seeds, insects and fruit).   
 

Submission Details for Spring/ Summer Birdwatch Competition 
Send completed forms to the editor (details page 1) or to  
Ian Macpherson, Poachers Lodge, Back Lane or 
 e -mail ian.macpherson@penninetelecom.com 
 

 

 

                                         (Min 8 7th  Sept 2009  Refers to Parish Council Minutes which can be found on website www.whitleyvillage.org.uk) 

Planning 
  Application No 
      and  Date 

 
Application 

 
Address 

 
Name 

Date  
Whitley PC 

Approve /Refuse 

Date  
Cheshire West 
Approve/Refuse 

APP/A0665/A/09/2
102089   

21st April 2009 

Change of use from 
vacant/agricultural building to 
veterinary therapy clinic.  
09/00063/COU 

Hattonview Farm, Tarporley 
Road 

Mrs Sarah 
Newton 

Objection 
The same reasons as 
previously stated. 
Minute 14 18th May 09 

Refused 
7th Oct 2009 

09/01358/LDC 
10th Aug 2009 

Application for certificate of 
lawfulness of existing development 
for retention of dwelling 

Five Oaks, Raddel Lane J Bryan Objection.  See 
Chairman’s letter 
Minute 8 7th Sept 2009 

 

09-01419-FUL 
17th Aug 2009 

Erection of agricultural workers 
dwelling 

Yew Tree Nurseries 
Normans Lane 

G Whittaker Objection.  More 
information required 
Minute 8 7th Sept 2009 

 

09-01415-FUL 
7th Sept 2009 

Single and two storey rear 
extension. 

Bentley Lodge, Normans Lane C Hazelwood No Objection  

09-01760-FUL 
11th Sept 2009 

Alterations & extension including 
increase in roof height and addition 
of dormer windows. (09-00573-
FUL) 

Brackendale, School Lane G Faulkner No Objection  

09-01868-FUL 
24th Sept 2009 

Erection of two lighting columns 
to car park. 

Whitley Village Hall 
Village Lane 

Trustees No Objection  
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A WESTERN 

THEMED 
NEW 

YEAR’S 
 EVE PARTY  
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A celebratory meal will be provided from the local hostelry at the Chetwode from the Chuck Wagon 
�

Those of you who wish may wear dress of the time  
e.g Gunslingers,  Cowboys, Cowgirls,  Red Indians or Country and Western singers 

 
 

                                                    Tickets in exchange for a £20 note  
 
                                          Tickets can be obtained from the following deputies:-  
             
����!���"
����#���� �����$��
%��"
�&��'����(����� )
�*����"
�+"
'����$�����,������"
����'���
�������(
���-$��.��/�����"
����#����01���-2����� �
 �����"
�3��'����/��
����4
���������+�"
�"�&�
�
 

 

******* PLEASE NOTE - THIS IS THE LAST ORGANISATION S/ CONTACTS LIST TO BE PUBLISHED *******.  
*****WHY NOT CUT IT OUT AND KEEP IT WITH YOUR WHITL EY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY*****  

 

Organisations, Contacts and Diary Dates  
 

BAKER -------------------------------------- Mrs J Perry     01606 42162 POLICE,   Northwich ---------------------------------------- 01606 48000 

BRIDGE CLUB  ----- Wednesdays, Antrobus Village Hall - 7.20pm 
 

                                                Linda Ince    01925 730533 

ROSE QUEEN --------------------- Mrs Ann Tolson     01925 730910 
                                                       Mr N Heavey      01925 730418 

BROWNIES ----------- (Closed) SCOUTS ---------------------------------- Fridays  7.00 – 8.30pm  WVH 

CIRCUIT TRAINING Mon 6.45–7.45pm & Fri 1.45 –2.45 pm WVH 

                                                 Mrs Julie Clayton     01925 730618 
 

                                 Mr John Frodsham     01928 567028 
 

ST. LUKE’S  --------------------- Rev. Richard Diggle   01925 730158 
COMMUNITY CARS --------------------------------------- 01606 784497 
 

COMMUNITY CHOIR ---------------- Cate Madden    01925 730230 
 

    FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S  --- Mr Ian Roberts       01925 730593 
 

STRETTON NEWSAGENT ------------------------------ 01925 730388 

                                             Thurs 6 – 7 pm     Whitley School Hall STRETTON SUB-POST OFFICE ---------------------- 01925 730255 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR --------- Malcolm Byram      01606 74451 STRETTON YFC -------- Secretary: Paul Gerrard     07775 907765 

CRIME/ INCIDENT REPORT --------------------------- 0845 458 0000                                              Chairman: Tom Earl     07870 118660 

CUB SCOUTS ------------------------------ Cathy Lee    07956 061341 TODDLER GROUP -------------------- Thurs 9.30 – 11.30 am   WVH 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ---------  Malcolm Byram     01606 74451                                                            Karen Hood    07881 658810 

DOG TRAINING CLUB  ---------------------------- Weds 7.15pm WVH 
 

                                                     Derek Williams     01925 267647 
 

VILLAGE HALL TEL NO  --------------------------------- 01925 730839 
 

 Committee Meeting  8pm every 3rd   Thursday of the month WVH 
 

FRANDLEY QUAKER MEETING             Sundays 10.30 to 11.30 
                      Frandley Meeting House, Sandiway Lane, Antrobus 
���������������������������������������� Michael Hennessey   01928 718417 
 

FRIENDLY CLUB               - 2 – 4 pm  Every 2 nd Thursday WVH 
                Thurs 10 th Dec – Christmas Lunch at the Holly Bush 
 

                                                            Mrs P Ikin      01925 267865 

 
VILLAGE HALL CONTACT  ----------- Cathy Ure      01925 730199 
 
 
 

WHITLEY BOWLS                                Pat Gaskell 01925 730573 
 Joan Pattinson 01606 891959 

 

                                                                                                                       
WHITLEY COMM PRE-SCHOOL ----- Karen Hood 07881 658810 
 

GUIDES ------------------------------- Mondays  6.30 – 8.00pm    WVH                                    Mon 9.15 - 12.00am / 12.30 – 3.00pm WVH 

        Mrs J Clarke   01925 730206 / Mrs M Barber   01925 730784                             Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday, 9.15 – 12 noon  WVH 

HOMEWATCH CO- ORDINATOR Mr John Shaw   01925 730390 WHITLEY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

MILKMAN  ----------------------------------- Mr Wood      01606 851240                                                          Keith Gaskell    01925 730573 

MOTHERS UNION ------- 2nd  Weds of month, 2.00pm Church Hall 
 

                                                       Mrs Jean Pace   01925 730415 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE SCHOOL  ------- Headteacher Mrs J Morrison 
 

                                                                                  01925 730230 
  FRIENDS OF WHITLEY SCHOOL  Geoff Barker  01928 713923 

PARISH COUNCIL    ---  7.30 pm Monday 7 th  December – WVH 
 

                                             Clerk Mr John Shaw     01925 730390 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE WEBSITE  ---------- www.whitleyvillage.org.uk 
                                                  email     andy_cairns@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ----------------------See Item inside this issue 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  Mrs P. Gaskell   01925 730573 
 

               Sue Abbott   01928 581196 email  Sue.abbott@ukonline 

(WVH – Whitley Village Hall) 
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Village Hall Lottery  
October  Draw  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
 

C Spittle 
 

2nd Prize  £50 
 

Melanie Barber 
 

3rd Prize  £25 
 

Vicky Colthurst 
 

4th  Prize  £10 
 

Rob Jones 
 

 

The Lottery is drawn every month with four winners. Would you like to participate in it? 
For an entry form please ‘phone either Jane Gleave on 730773 or June Smither 730478 


