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Dear Readers 
 

  The summer months have arrived and the village is busy with activities for all the family. Preparations are well under 
way for Whitley Rose Queen, which takes place on 12th June – a special date to mark in your diary! 
  The weather was perfect for last month’s 10k / Fun Run which proved to be as popular as ever. Results from the races 
can be found on page 3.  
 

Any general queries to Ann Tolson contact Tel 01925 730910. 
  

Please submit news for the June issue anytime before the deadline of 15th May to – 
Theodora Critchley at  Maple Cottage, Dark Lane, Higher Whitley or Tel 01925 730569 or email. JamesTCritchley@aol.com. 
Please note receipt of your email will be confirmed – if you do not receive confirmation please send again!    
 
   
 
 
 

Whitley Rose Queen 
  

   Well Done! 
   £148 was raised at the Rose Queen Disco for Friends of 
Whitley School, specifically designated for the School’s 
display on Rose Queen Day. 
   We hope a good time was had by all and that it is in your 
social calendar for next year. 
   A BIG thank you for everyone’s efforts making the 
evening such a success; especially Karen on ticket sales, DJ 
Steve Fry for entertaining the troops and all the help in the 
refreshment stalls! 
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   Donation of tombola prizes to be dropped off with Katie 
Lavender, Willow Cottage, Old Mill Lane, Higher Whitley 
by 3.6.10 please. 
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Reverend Ronald Biggin 
 

   The Reverend Ronald Biggin wishes to thank all those 
who in any way so generously enabled him to celebrate his 
90th Birthday in such style. Claire House Hospice for 
children will greatly benefit from donations totalling over 
£400. 
A presentation to the above will be made on 26th April. 
 
 

Whitley Parish Council 
 

   Whitley Parish Council would like to say a big thank you 
to the retiring Clerk, John Shaw for all his hard work over 
the last 5 years. It has been confirmed that Karen Moore 
will be taking over this role as of April 2010. 
   She can be contacted at Chapel House Farm, Pillmoss 
Lane, Lower Whitley, WA4 4DW or tel 01925 730012. 
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Whitley Village School 
 
 

 
 
 

  As the current chair of Governors at Whitley Village 
School I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself. 
  My name is Karen Hood (was Karen Francis) and I have 
lived in Lower Whitley and Dutton for 31 years. As a past 
pupil of Whitley Village School it is a great honour to take 
on this role. I am currently working alongside Governors 
and Staff to ensure a bright future for our fantastic Village 
School and with the continuing support of the community I 
believe we will achieve this aim. 
 

 
 

�

Grimsditch Mill c1908 
 

   My Great Great Grandfather Thomas Heesom, b.c1812 
my Great Grandfather Edward Heesom b.c1849 and 
Grandfather Philip b.c1885 were all born at Whitley. This 
photo was handed down to me by an Aunt but I regret I 
have few details regarding it other than my Great Uncle, 
Morgan Heesom, is in the picture. (The young man 
standing to the left with the watch chain).  
The picture is so full of interest and clues, I hope some 
Whitley Village News reader or local historian may be able 
to provide any information about what looked to have been 
an occasion of some significance. 
Allan Harmer 
 

(Editors note ; if any reader would like to be emailed a full 
size photo to examine in more detail please contact 
Theodora Critchley tel no 01925 730569) 

 
 

 

Whitley Village Flowers 
 

   People have been spotted picking daffodils from the 
verges in the village. Please don’t! Once picked daffodils 
will not flower again so our lovely displays will gradually 
diminish. The flowers are the result of a special bulb 
planting exercise which took place a few years ago and are 
there for us all to enjoy.  
 

Gardening in May 
 

  At last we are out of the long, cold winter and there are so 
many things to do in the garden that I hardly know where 
to begin. I expect you have all pruned your roses by now so 
give them a dressing of rose fertiliser, not touching the 
stems and hoe it in. Snowdrops can be divided by putting 
bits of the plants to a new location nearby. 
  Daffodils are glorious now but do leave the foliage for six 
weeks after the flowers have died and don’t tie them in a 
knot To ensure you have a good show next year water some 
liquid fertiliser over the clumps. Also, make sure that your 
camellias are watered in June and July (if it is dry?!) as this 
is the time of year when next years flowers are forming. 
  Now is the time to cut dogwood right down to about six 
inches and prune forsythia when it has finished flowering. 
You can take cuttings of pelargoniums now to flower in 
about three months. Cut shoots off a bushy plant just above 
a lateral bud and strip off all the leaves except the top ones, 
dip in some hormone rooting powder and insert them in 
some gritty compost. Keep damp and store in a cool but 
light place. They should root in one month then pot them 
on. Take cuttings of chrysanthemums and dahlias too. 
  Now that the soil has started to warm up, vegetables can 
be sown but make sure the soil is well worked and friable. 
When planting onion sets push them in the soil and leave 
the small shoot showing. Birds are likely to pull them up 
(especially pigeons) so try to cover them with netting until 
they have rooted. Sow carrots near onions to minimise the 
effect of carrot fly and when thinning carrots (preferably in 
the evening) do not leave any carrot thinnings nearby. 
Broad beans should be up now and you can make a mini 
greenhouse to protect them by cutting off the bottom of a 
plastic bottle and popping it over the bean (leave the top 
off!). Runner beans can be sown in the greenhouse if you 
have got one. But leave them for a few weeks to sow 
outside. Beetroot and parsnips can now be sown in the 
vegetable garden but make sure the soil for the parsnips is 
well broken down otherwise they will divide and grow with 
several points. It is time to sow herbs – maybe in a herb 
garden or in nice pots by the back door for easy access to 
the kitchen. Lettuce seeds can be sown outside but just sow 
a few at a time at four weeks intervals to keep a continuous 
supply all summer. 
  I hope these few hints are useful so enjoy your gardening. 
‘Granny Garden’ 

 

Whitley Homewatch 
 

  On Saturday a Liverpool male in his 30’s was arrested for 
theft of a handbag from a lady who was shopping in 
Sainsbury’s (Northwich). This male has been charged with 
the offence and remanded in custody; he is appearing in 
court.  
  This is a good reminder to always take care and keep an 
eye on your purse/ wallet at all times. 
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Whitley W.I.  

 

   Easter is a time for eating chocolate but Whitley 
members obviously decided to do some early research and 
indulged in a chocolate workshop in March which included 
making and eating champagne truffles. One fact gleaned 
during the day was that eating too much good Belgian 
chocolate before going to bed can give you nightmares. 
Our Secretary, Dorothy Thompson, had obviously not 
listened to that advice, judging from her recollections the 
following morning! 
   Bag2School bags, in which members can donate good 
second hand clothing for collection, by 9.00 am, on April 
27, at Whitley Primary School, to help raise funds for the 
school, were given out and packets of ‘wildlife attracting’ 
free seeds were available, for members to sow in their 
gardens as part of the on-going Bee campaign.  
   The April meeting of Whitley WI is traditionally the time 
when the reins are handed over to the members and this 
year was no exception. Following a brief round up of news 
and arrangements for forthcoming activities, outings and 
events, Vice President, Yvonne Corfield, who was standing 
in for President, Paula Priestner, handed over to Ann 
Tolson, President for the evening. 
   Ann thanked Paula and her committee for all their time 
and commitment given to the organisation and introduced 
her committee for the evening, Ann Stubbs, secretary, who 
read the report of last year’s Members Evening, Nora 
Mosedale, Gill Moore, Dorothy Moores, Sarah Finney, 
Ruth Stobart, Catherine Warburton, Sue Themen and Carol 
Richards.  
   Ann welcomed speaker Gay Rhodes, returning by 
popular request, who fascinated and amused members with 
her talk, ‘All about Eve’, a look at life as seen from a 
woman’s point of view, from the garden of Eden to the 
current day. She intrigued members with questions such as 
“why do you lose weight before going on holiday so that 
you can put it on while on holiday?” and as a convent 
educated girl reared on guilt, she asked “do men suffer 
from guilt in the same way?”  
   The evening finished with a Quiz and a poem 
“Celebration”, written and read by member Joyce 
Kirkpatrick. 
   Visitors and potential members are always welcome at 
any of our meetings, workshops and events and for full 
details and information about all Whitley WI activities, 
monthly rambles and book club email 
president@whitleywi.org.uk, check the Whitley WI 
website or ring Paula on 01925 730564 or Dorothy on 
01925 730744. Meetings are usually on the first Thursday 
of each month at 7.30 pm in Whitley Village Hall. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

                        Mobile Library 
 

       At Whitley Village Hall car park 
                   from 9.15 – 9.45 am 

 

              Wednesday 5th & 19th April 
 

 

 

 

Whitley 10k and Fun Run 
 

  Seemingly all ‘Running Roads’ led to Whitley for the 27th 
Fun Run and 10 k race which took place on 19th April.  
  There were approximately four hundred 10k and 103 Fun 
Runners taking part. For the first time about ten toddlers 
were pushed by parents around the course in their buggies! 
 

Fun Run Results 
 

1st Boy  James Parrot      13yrs from Stockport   20.00 mins 
 

2nd Boy  Louis Eales        10 yrs                             20.14 mins 
 

3rd Boy  Gabriel Fallows 11 yrs from Sandiway  20.50 mins 
 
 
1st Girl   Holly Barlow     12 yrs from Barnton    25.05 mins 
 

2nd Girl  Jasmine Morris 12 yrs from Padgate    25.40 mins 
 

3rd Girl   Becca Davies     10 yrs from Stockton Heath 
                                                                                  26.43 mins 
  
 

10k Results  -  Men 
 

1st   Daniel Cliff             Warrington AC              31.59 mins 
 

2nd  Damion Nicholls    Wilmslow                         33.04 mins 
 

3rd  Lawrence Walker  Warrington AC               33.49 mins 
 
 

10k Results  -  Women 
 

1st   Sarah Ridehalgh     Accrington RR               37.57 mins 
 

2nd  Liz Whitfield           Spectrum                        37.59 mins 
 

3rd   Leanne Sheehy        Leigh Harriers               38.09 mins 
 
 

10k Results  -  Veterans  -Men 
 

                        40+   Andy Buttery           33.58 mins 
 

                        50+   Graham Chesters    36.37 mins 
 

                        60+   Alan Hudson            38.38 mins 
 
 

10k Results  -  Veterans  -Women 
 

                        35+   Louise Rudd             42.04 mins 
 

                        45+   Christine Gosarty    43.31 mins 
 

                        55+   Christine Brookes    49.17 mins 
 
 
  During the prize ceremony the death was announced of the 
Rev Martin Whitwell who started organising the Fun Run in 
1983 when he was vicar of St Lukes, Whitley. The addition of 
the 10k was taken on by Dave Bettles and Cliff Straw several 
years later becoming the popular event it is today with runners 
from a wide area of the North West competing. 
  Electronic tagging was used for the first time this year which 
made the clocking of the runner times much easier to establish 
as they ran past the finishing line 
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Diary Dates  
 

          Whitley Parish Council 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

The Annual General Meeting & Parish Assembly 
 

will take place on 17th May 2010 
at Whitley Village Hall 7.30pm. 

 

 (Included on the Agenda is a discussion regarding No2 Pit.)  
All welcome. 

 For more details please contact Karen Moore (01925 730012) 
 

 

Whitley Village Hall Management Committee 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

At Whitley Village Hall 
On 

7.30 pm Thursday 20th May 
 

All welcome to come and comment on current running aspects 
etc, of the hall, and if you wish, join the committee to have a 

more permanent input. 
 We look forward to seeing and hearing from you. 

 
 
 
 

Friendly Club  
 

Meetings every 2 weeks at Village Hall 2 – 4 pm   
 

 

27th May Garden Party Whitley Village Hall 2 – 4 pm 
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Saturday, 10th July at 2.15          
 The Vicarage, Lower Whitley 

Cakes     Produce      Tombola         Raffle 
Hawks/Owls Display        Children’s Games        

                   

 

 
 

Tickets:  Adult £1.50  Child 50p,  under 5’s free 
 
 

 

 
�

 
Whitley Village News Committee 2010 

 
 

Mrs A Brock 
01925 730571 

 

Mrs J Leicester 
01925 601864 

Mrs S Critchley 
01925 730440 

 

Mrs J Smither 
01925 730478 

Editor:-  
Mrs T Critchley 

01925 730569 
 

Contacts Officer:- 
Mrs A Tolson 
01925 730910 

Mrs P Gaskell 
01925 730573 

 

Mrs L Wright 
01606 892402 

 
 

St Luke's Church  
 

     9.30am     2nd May - Holy Communion 
 

     9.30am     9th May - Family Service 
 

     9.30am   16th May - Holy Communion 
 

     9.30am   23rd May - Morning Prayer 
 

   11.00am   30th May - United Service at Antrobus 
                                     Confirmation Service  
                                     conducted by Bishop Peter 

 
Mothers Union 

 
May 12th Talk by Theo Hughes – 2 p.m. 
 

May 13th Diocesan Festival at Chester Cathedral – 11a.m. 
 

Planning Applications 
 

No change since March 
 
 

Village Bowls  
 

The next Village Bowls  
at the Chetwode Arms 13th May 

 7.15 for a 7.30 prompt start. 
 

The Village bowls needs your support. 
Please come along and enjoy some friendly games. 

 
  

Burleymen 
 

  In the WVN dated July 1979 the Parish Council 
reported the election of two ‘burleymen’. Even at 
that time this was commented upon. A burleyman 
would assess the damage done by straying cattle 
and served a very useful purpose in settling ‘petty’ 
local disputes. Although they had no real legal 
status they were widely accepted as arbitrators and 
their decision was regarded as binding. 
  The word is derived from the ‘byr-law man’ who 
carried out the local customs of a manor or 
township 
  It is amusing to find that in the English dialect 
Dictionary (1888) the word burleyman was said to 
be obsolete and that some 90 years later these were 
still being appointed by the PC’s of Whitley and 
Antrobus. I wonder if any of our readers know of 
other details such as when burleymen ceased to be 
appointed in the village. 
 

 
 
 

 Whitley Village Hall Film Show 
       

Will re-commence in September 
 

 
�
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Village Hall Lottery  
April Draw  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
 

Julie Platt 
 

2nd Prize  £50 
 

L. Knight 
 

3rd Prize  £25 
 

Claire Ratcliffe 

4th  Prize  £10 
 

Jane Johnson 
 

The Lottery is drawn every month with four winners. Would you like to participate in it? 
For an entry form please ‘phone either Jane Gleave on 730773 or June Smither 730478 

 


