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Dear Readers 
 

The Whitley Village News Committee has undergone some changes.  
We now welcome two new members – Ann Tolson and Lorraine Wright and send our thanks to Joy Woolnough for all her help and 
support as a committee member over the years.  
Ann takes on the role of Communications/ Contact Officer and can be contacted regarding any general queries. This is to relieve me 
of some of the extra duties so that I can concentrate on editing and getting the WVN ready to go to the printers on time. 
 

All items to be considered for inclusion should still be sent to the editor, (Theodora Critchley,) by the deadline, which remains, as 
always the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

Whitley Village News Committee 2010 
 
 
 

                                                                                                 
                                               
 
Please submit news for the April issue anytime before the deadline of 15th March to – 
Theodora Critchley at    Maple Cottage, Dark Lane,  Higher Whitley  or   Tel 01925 730569   or   email. JamesTCritchley@aol.com. 
Please note receipt of your email will be confirmed – if you do not receive confirmation please send again!    
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Mrs A Brock           01925 730571               Mrs J Leicester       01925 601864 
Mrs S Critchley      01925 730440               Mrs J Smither         01925 730478 

 Editor:- Mrs T Critchley     01925 730569 Contacts Officer:- Mrs A Tolson          01925 730910 
Mrs P Gaskell         01925 730573               Mrs L Wright          01606 892402 
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‘Rexy’  
 

  I feel that I must respond to the poem ‘Rexy’ published in the 
February edition, as it caused me some sadness. 
  This was not just because of the fate of the dog, but at the 
underlying sentiment behind the poem, which implied that it was 
ok for the dog to roam around the lanes and fields of the Village.  
  People who live in, or visit, rural areas should be aware of The 
Countryside Code (see www.naturalengland.gov.uk), one section 
of which is titled ‘Keep dogs under close control’. It states there, 
amongst the other advice, that ‘By law, farmers are entitled to 
destroy a dog that injures or worries their animals.’ 
  You may think that this is harsh, but I have had personal 
experience of a pet dog worrying sheep, which resulted in severe 
injury to one pregnant ewe, with subsequent expensive vet bills, 
and the ewe, and 5 others that were in the same field, aborting 
their lambs through the stress caused to them. You can read more 
details of this on the vets website if you wish 
(www.rosecottagevetcentre.co.uk, go to ‘photo gallery’ then 
‘Ulrika’s story’). 
  As a responsible dog owner, my dogs are not allowed out of the 
garden, which is totally enclosed with wire fencing, unless they 
are on a lead. I don’t think that they would cause a problem with 
the sheep, but I am not going to take that chance. Nor is it 
responsible to have dogs wandering around the lanes causing a 
hazard to traffic. 
  So, rather than appealing for people to report the wanderings of 
this errant mutt, please have a change of heart and keep it under 
control, taking it for walks along the lanes and fields rather than 
letting it loose. 
Tony Moore 

 
 

 
 

                        Mobile Library 
 

       At Whitley Village Hall car park 
                   from 9.15 – 9.45 am 

 

              Wednesday 10 th & 24th March 
 

 
 
 
 

                   Cyril Littler 
  90th Birthday On 2nd March 2010 
 

Along with the Whitley Village News 
committee, I am sure that everybody 
in the village would like to 
congratulate Cyril on becoming a 
nonagenarian. Cyril, one of the oldest 

and best known characters in Whitley to date, was born at 
Norcott Brook on the 2nd March 1920 in the ‘White Bungalow’ 
situated close to the new lay-by on the A49. 
  He was educated at Whitley School until the age of 11 when he 
won a scholarship to Lymm Grammar School where he stayed 
until the age of 16. 
  His working life began at Dawsons of Warrington where he sold 
furniture, pianos and wirelesses now know as radios.  Cyril also 
deputised for staff at Dawsons in other areas including 
Earlestown, Stockton Heath, Wigan and Altrincham and Leigh. 
At the age of 20, and not long after war broke out, Cyril was 
drafted into the army.  After initial training at Catterick, 
Yorkshire, he was moved to Bovington, Dorset to the 58 Training 
Regiment in Light Tanks and shortly afterwards, still in 
Bovington, to the Army Fighting Transport School, as an 
instructor, where he helped to train officers and NCO’s on Crew 
Commando courses. (Bovington was, of course, the camp at 
which Lawrence of Arabia was killed in a motorcycle accident 
just prior to the war).  Cyril was in this position until his demob 
in 1946.  It was whilst he was in Dorset that he met his wife 
Margaret and they were married just after the war on 8th 
September 1945 in the Church of England church, St Andrews at 
Bloxworth. 
After his demob in 1946, he got back into civilian life moving 
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   After 10 years at Crossfields, Cyril then moved to Port Sunlight 
becoming the Admin. Manager for Marketing Training for a 
further 8 years before moving back to Warrington as Assistant to 
the Marketing Manager until his retirement at the age of 63.  
After returning to Whitley, Cyril became involved in village life 
during the 1950’s, he served on several committees (Rose Queen, 
Whitley Conservative Association) from then until just recently 
also helping out at various church events for St. Luke’s. For 
many years he served on the Parochial Church Council at St. 
Luke’s, becoming a Church Warden in 1983 and finally a 
sidesman. Cyril was also a long- standing member of the Parish 
Council being involved on Village developments and the general 
running of village affairs for a total of 25 years. 
  In a recent chat with Cyril and Margaret, it was more than 
interesting to talk about his memories as a child and young man 
in Whitley.  It is difficult and intriguing to imagine that anyone 
today can remember NO cars at all in Whitley.  As a child he 
remembers the mode of transport being only horse drawn 
vehicles.  Cyril said that the first car in Whitley was bought for 
the local doctor . 
  As a child he remembers playing games with odd sounding  
names.  Duckstone was a local game played by all the kids and 
was a form of rounders.  Another game was Truntle which was 
similar to the hoop and whip game.  The Village Smithy at 
Norcott Brook made these for a small fee.  He also remembers 
Whitley having seven shops including the Old Post Office at 
Norcott Brook, which had bread ovens and supplied the villagers 
with bread.  Although the village has remained much the same, 
the biggest change was the building of the A49 which by-passed 
the main village. He also remembers the Old Mill at Grimsditch.  
Some of the present street names have also changed such as 
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back to Whitley and taking up a position with Crossfields, part of 
the Unilever companies in Warrington.  On moving back to 
Whitley, Cyril and Margaret went to live in The Old Chauffeurs 
Cottage in Grimsditch Hall.  They lived there for only a short 
time before moving to their present home in Pillmoss Lane where 
they had a son called Ian.  Cyril also has a granddaughter called 
Louise and a grandson, Jonathan, who sadly passed away.  There 
is also a great grandson, Jordan. 
 

 

Whitley 10K and Fun Run 
 

 

 
 

 

Both races start from  
Whitley Village Hall  

 At 
 11 am  Sunday 18th April 

 

�

 
 

                                    Entrance Fees;  
       Fun Run         £4 Adult,  £2  Child (under 16) 

 
 

               10K         £11 (Discount of £2 for England Athletics  
                                       Registered runners) 
                               -Limit of 500  - min age 15 yrs on the day 

 

Entries Accepted on the Day  (£1 surcharge for 10k) 
 

Alternatively why not register in advance? 
Entrance Forms are available in the Village Hall or  

from Clifford Straw 01925 730419 
 

Good Luck To All Who Take Part 
 
 

 

Taurus Travel Minibus Hire  
up to 14 Seats 

Local and Long Distance 
24 Hour Airport Service 

Jon Percival 
 

07786 630 675 
 

 

Pillmoss Lane was Chapel Lane, School Lane was the Old Lane, 
Grimsditch Lane was Mill Lane, Limes Lane was The Avenue.  
  There were many more memories, but one in particular was his 
visit to the Buckingham Palace Garden Party in 2000.  We cannot 
write them all, but needless to say the recollections were more 
than interesting.   
  Once again, we would like to wish Cyril a very Happy Birthday 
and hope he has a memorable day. 
 
 

 
 

 

Whitley Village Hall Film Show 
       

Presents……  
              Creation 
 

              Starring  Jennifer Connelly 
 

The powerful and true-life tale of 
      Charles Darwin and the most explosive idea in history. 
                    ----------------------------------------------------- 
                      Thursday 25 th March at 7.30 pm 

 

Tickets Available at the Door 
 

£3 including refreshments 
 

 
 
 

K&M Travel  
 

Business, Corporate & Leisure 
 

Travel Specialists from a Local Company 
(Based at Weaverham) 

 

Private Hire  
 

Contact     Ken Powell  
01606 852433 or Mobile 0752 724 0158 

AKPowell22@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Whitley Homewatch 
 

  Recently there have been a number of thefts of tractors and other 
farm machinery in Winsford, Northwich and Knutsford. 
  If anyone has any information about these thefts or sees tractors 
parked in unusual locations please contact the police on  
0845 458 0000  
  A lady has reported  receiving a telephone call from a man claiming 
to be from Lloyds TSB. The caller confirmed the correct name and 
date of birth of the lady before continuing to ask for her debit card 
details. Fortunately the lady became suspicious and did not give out 
any further personal details. On contacting Lloyds TSB to give 
details of the incident the bank acknowledged receiving further 
similar reports. 
  Residents are urged not to disclose bank details to anyone who 
telephones and asks for them, even if they claim to be calling from a 
bank or a service provider. Genuine companies will never cold call 
and request bank account information from you. 
  Please let your bank and Consumer Direct (08454 04 05 06) know 
if you have been contacted in this way. 
This next item came from a resident of the village : 
  Recently I was cold called by someone claiming to be a technical 
support company working on behalf of Windows (microsoft). I was 
immediately suspicious so didn't give them any information but 
asked questions of them. They insisted that my computer had been 
infected with a virus that would do enormous damage. They stressed 
that it was very serious and must be dealt with; they wanted me to 
switch on my pc and allow them to guide me through correction 
procedures. I asked them for a contact number and said I would call 
them back. They gave me a number and two names. I immediately 
rang it back, it was" number not recognised" I also dialled 1471, 
surprise surprise- number withheld. An hour or so later they called 
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Whitley W.I.  

  Whitley Village Hall was crowded, for the February meeting, with 
members keen to catch up with each other and get back into the 
swing of WI life after the cancellation of the January meeting. 
Members were delighted to welcome a new member and five visitors 
and to greet Imogen, born recently to a member. 
  Accepting challenges and change is obviously not a problem for 
Sue Beesley, BBC’s Gardener of the Year 2006, owner of Bluebell 
Cottage Gardens, Lodge Lane, Dutton and our February speaker. 
During her fascinating, inspirational and informative talk, beautifully 
illustrated with her own photos, Sue first described how she set about 
preparing and building the 2006 BBC Garden on a new housing 
estate in Tamworth. The garden had to include a lawn, sun-terrace, 
children’s play area and bird feeders – all within a plot 9 metres by 5 
- and a rabbit who mustn’t be poisoned!   
  Sue then went on to describe how she and her husband, having run 
an IT business together in Newton-le-Willows, became the owners 
and managers of what is now Bluebell Cottage Gardens. Her talk 
made us all look forward to spring and the pleasures ahead. 
  This was our Birthday meeting and cutting the cake our oldest 
member said that she had joined Whitley WI because a friend said 
that she would enjoy it.  “I did’, she said, “ and I’m still enjoying it”. 
During the evening our new WI cloth was unveiled. Created over the 
past year by several dedicated members, the cloth has beautifully 
embroidered panels, some depicting seasonal flowers and some 
Whitley’s landmark buildings. A WI heirloom to be cherished and 
admired. 
  Future events include a visit to `”Desperate to be Doris” at the 
Brindley Theatre, Runcorn and a visit to Quarry Bank Mill, Styal.  
  Visitors and potential members are always welcome at any of our 
meetings, workshops and events and for full details and information 
about all Whitley WI activities, monthly rambles and book club ring 
Paula on 01925 730564, Dorothy on 01925 730744, email 
president@whitleywi.org.uk or check our website 
www.whitleywi.org.uk.   Meetings are usually on the first Thursday 
of each month at 7.30 pm in Whitley Village Hall. 

 
 
 

again asking why I hadn't called them back. When I told him why, he 
apologised saying he had given the US number by mistake and gave 
me the UK number instead. This number did connect to 'Support on 
Click' technical support company. I hung up without leaving any 
details.....checked them out on the internet........lots of reports ....this 
is a well established scam. They deliberately infect your computer-" 
whilst guiding you through correction procedures" then sell you a 
security package to prevent it happening again, of course you have to 
pay for this service electronically then they have your bank or credit 
card details to defraud you. Be careful, they are VERY persistent, 
they called me three times in one evening. 
 

 
WHITLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

 
PARISH CLERK REQUIRED  

 

The Council wish to appoint a new Parish Clerk due to the  
impending retirement of the present Clerk 
REQUIREMENTS: 
Any person who is 18 years of age or older & has an interest 
in supporting the village & is able to spare 2/ 3 hours a week. 
ADVANTAGES: 
Will be paid for their time and expenses. 
Will help to ensure that Whitley remains a wonderful place to 
live.  
Will have the support of the present Clerk and Council. 
 

For further information please speak to: 
 Clifford Straw  01925 730419 or John Shaw 01925 730390 

 
 
 

Friendly Club  
   The 39th birthday party commenced with grace by Rev Richard 
Diggle and ended with entertainment by ‘The King’ an Elvis 
Presley sound-a-like. In between we enjoyed High Tea from Mrs 
Rushton and her ladies. A beautiful birthday cake made by Sally 
Prescot and decorated by Jane Gleave was cut by Sally.  
  As usual a very large raffle caused much enjoyment. 
  A happy evening was had by all. 
 

 
St Luke's Church  

March 
  7th 9.30 am Holy Communion 
14th  9.30 am Family Service 
21st 9.30 am Holy Communion 
28th  9.30 am Morning Prayer 
 
April  
  2nd  2 – 3 pm Good Friday  - Meditation 
  4th  9.30 am Easter Day - Eucharist 
11th 9.30 am Family Service 
18th 9.30 am Holy Communion 
25th 9.30 am Morning Services 

 

Mothers Union 
    Wednesday 10th March    Lent talk by Jean Davies 
                                               Whitley Village Hall 2 p.m. 
 

                        12th March    Wave of Prayer 
 

                        25th March    Lady Day Festival at 
                                              Grappenhall Church 2 p.m. 
 

Village Bowls at the Chetwode Arms 
  

  Starts again on April 8 th at 7.15 for a prompt 7.30 pm start.  
  The following dates are: 
May 13th, June 10th, July 8th, August 12th, September 9th.  
again starting at 7.15 for a prompt 7.30 start.  
          The Jeater Cup will be held on September 11th  
                                  starting at 1 p.m.   
Please come along and join us as your presence is important to 
keeping this village event active. Any newcomers to the village 
are very welcome.  
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Whitley St Luke's Church History  

 

  We welcome St Luke’s Church news back into the Whitley Village 
News with a piece originally published in April 1984 
                         --------------------------------------------                        --------------------------------------------                        -------------------------------------------- 

 The little church of Nether Whitley (now St Luke’s, Lower Whitley) 
was formerly a chapel of ease in the Parish of Great Budworth. The 
present parish was formed in 1834. At about this time the chapel was 
renovated and several coats of white- wash removed. The date of the 
erection of the original chapel is unknown, but it is thought that it 
was founded by the Touchet’s who held Nether Whitley from the 
early years of Henry III until the end of the 17th century, when the 
male line died out. It was in ruinous condition in the second half of 
the 16th century and was rebuilt on the old foundations by Thomas 
Touchet at his own expense. It is recorded by Leicester in 1672 that 
the rebuilding took place ‘about 60 years ago’, but this must have 
been before 1594, the year when Thomas Touchet died. 
  In 1631, Thomas Legh, Richard Kelsall and Thomas Saunders gave 
a sum of money to the chapel. This was used to purchase land at 
Antrobus which brought in £3.10.0 annually. 
 In 1633, Thomas Person, Minister of Brampton in Herefordshire, 
left £250 towards maintaining a Minster in Lower Whitley chapel. A 
native of Weaverham, he had been brought up by Mr Touchet. The 
historian Gastrell, writing in about 1715, remarks that the money was 
then in the hands of Sir John Chetwode whose family inherited 
Nether Whitley through an heiress of the Touchet’s. Sir John 
claimed it to be a domestic chapel attached to his house at Whitley. 
However, this differs from Leicester’s statement that it was a chapel 
of ease of Great Budworth. In about 1715, the chapel is described as 
standing half a mile from Sir John’s Chetwode house and having a 
yard, three parts of which was fenced about with one wall. Omerod 
refers to it as being ‘a small building of brick, with bay windows 
divided into nave and chancel, both of which have a handsome roof 
of wood supported by brackets’. 
Although baptismal registers commence in 1777, the churchyard was 
not licensed for burials until the middle of the 19th century. 

 For further information, please contact Pat Gaskell 01925 
730573 or Joan Pattinson 01606 891959. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Diary Dates  
 
 

Parish Council 
 

7.30 pm Monday 1st March at Whitley Village Hall  

 
 

Friendly Club  
 

2pm to 4 pm  4th & 18th March at Whitley Village Hall 
 

11th March  Outing to Bourne Poacher 
 

 
  

 

Advanced Notice 

 

Rose Queen AGM 
 

8 pm Monday 12th April at Whitley Village Hall. 
New members welcome.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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Planning Applications 
 

09-01868-FUL 
24th Sept 2009 

Erection of two lighting columns to 
car park. 

Whitley Village Hall 
Village Lane 

Trustees No Objection 
Minute7 26th Oct 09 

Approved 
10th Nov ’09 

07-0726-COU 
APP/A0665/A
/09/2114810 
23rd Oct 2009 

Change of use of land to domestic 
curtilage 

Rouge Farm, Normans 
Lane 

M Crook Objection. Same 
reasons as previous 
application 
07-0726-COU 
Minute7 26th Oct 09 

 

09/01358/LDC 
13th Jan 2010 

Application for certificate of 
lawfulness of existing development 
for retention of dwelling  

Five Oaks, Raddel 
Lane 

J Bryan  Granted 
13th Jan 2010 

09/02252/LDC 
20th Jan 2010 

Erection of chimney to side of 
dwelling 

5 Street Lane Mandy Ackers  Granted 
20th Jan 2010 

10/00032/LDC 
15th Jan 2010 

Lawful development certificate for 
existing use of land as domestic 
garden 

Rouge Farm, Normans 
Lane 

M Crook   

�
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Village Hall Lottery  
January &  February  Draws  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
 

Pat Simpson 
Mrs Spittle 

 

2nd Prize  £50 
 

Rob Jones 
Nicky & Geoff Barker  

3rd Prize  £25 
 

Jean Leicester 
Diane Palen 

4th  Prize  £10 
 

Harry Mosedale 
Rob Jones 

The Lottery is drawn every month with four winners. Would you like to participate in it? 
For an entry form please ‘phone either Jane Gleave on 730773 or June Smither 730478 


