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Dear Readers 
The Whitley Village News is now in its 32nd year and is still going strong! Our committee meets regularly to review past issues and consider 
what could be included in future and we are always grateful for contributions from you especially those of local interest.  
Kindly note the Contacts/ Organisations List is included on the back page for the only time this year and don’t forget it can be accessed 
anytime online via the Whitley Village Site (the web address is always in the heading above). 
 

Any general queries to Ann Tolson contact Tel 01925 730910 .  
Please submit news for the April issue anytime before the deadline of 15th March to – 
Theodora Critchley at    Maple Cottage, Dark Lane,  Higher Whitley  or   Tel 01925 730569   or   email. JamesTCritchley@aol.com. 
Please note receipt of your email will be confirmed – if you do not receive confirmation please send again!    
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This from the entrant of a previous Whitley Run……….. 
The starting pistol sounded and off we went 
Would I beat last years time? 
Sprinting past Whitley School and up to the first Marshall at Norman’s 
Lane, 
Would I scoop a record? 
Past the next Marshall and down Old Mill Lane, then up to the third 
Marshall at Goosebrook Lane. 
Would I be back in time to see the Grand National? 
On down Hall Lane to the ‘T’ Junction and the Marshall. 
Should I have entered? 
Through Little Leigh walking past a Marshall 
Should I turn back? 
Right turn at the next Marshall into Heath Lane 
Would I reach the A49? 
Eventually making it to the A49 and the last Marshall says  
“Guess there’s no-one else behind you” 
WOULD I BE BACK BEFORE DARK? 
Into Street Lane past the Chetwode where I’d done all my training!! 
Would there be anyone left at the Hall to carry me in? 
Up Village Lane collapsing at the finish line. 
Would I participate again next year 
You bet – But only on me to be last 
                By T Woodall – printed in WVN May 1985 
 

 

Blood Donation Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            

Pat Gaskell receiving her 75 blood donation award on 
              February 19th 2010 at the Liverpool Crown Plaza   
 

   There were 34 for the 75 award, 7 for the 100 award and 1 man 
who had donated 500 platelets. The awards were presented by the 
little boy Jack (along with his parents), whose 2nd birthday was 
on the same day. Jack suffers from Wiskott-Aldrich Syndrome – 
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Albert Leslie Peers 
 

   Irene and family wish to thank all friends and neighbours for 
the many cards, flowers and messages of sympathy on the sad 
loss of Les. Special Thanks to Margaret and Peter Ratcliffe and 
Jill, Eric and Olivia Monaghan for their help and support. 

 

Cyril Littler  
 

   Cyril Littler would like to thank friends and family who joined 
him at his surprise party and I would like to thank everyone for 
the cards, presents and donations that I received. I hope everyone 
enjoyed my party as much as I did. Thank you all once again. 

  
Planning Applications 

 

No change since last month 
 
 

Village Bowls  
 

The first night for the Village Bowls  
at the Chetwode Arms 8th April 

 7.15 for a 7.30 prompt start. 

 
 
 
 

Friends of St Lukes 
  

A registered charity formed to help maintain the fabric 
of our centuries- old church 

 will hold its AGM in theVillage Hall  
on Tuesday 27th April at 7.30pm 

  

Anyone interested is welcome 
 

 
 

 

 

Children’s Easter Word Search 
 

H Q R W E E E T J Y U I O P A 

O S D E A S T E R T I D E F G 

T G C H J K J K L Z X  C V B N 

C Z X H D F G H J E A S T E R 

R Z X C O C V B N G N M Q W E 

O Q W P W C W E R G T Y C U I 

S L Z X A C O V B H N M H Q W 

S A E D G L J L J U K  L I Z B  

B U N N Y Q M W A N E R C T O 

U Y U U T O P S P T A A K S N 

N D F G H J E J U J E K L Z N 

S X C V B N G M Q N W E R T E 

A S P R I N G S D F D G H J T 

A S Z X C V B N M M Q A W E R 

T Y P A R A D E U I O P Y A S 
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a rare immune system genetic deficiency which affects 1 in 4 
million people across England.  Jack relies on blood and platelet 
transfusions to help ease his symptoms. He underwent a bone 
marrow transplant last year and is doing well at the moment.  His 
mother thanked all of us for our donations because without the 
donations Jack would not have survived. Makes it all worthwhile 
doesn’t it. 

Whitley School 
 

   Honorary Title for Whitley Student : Charlotte Barker not only 
gained herself a place at The Queen's School Chester after sitting the 
entrance exam in January, she was bestowed the honorary title of 
"Queen's Scholar" for her outstanding attainment in the exam.  Mrs 
Buckley, Headmistress of The Queen's School stated "I congratulate 
Charlotte on being awarded the title of Queen’s Scholar. This is only 
given to girls of considerable academic distinction and reflects an 
outstanding performance in our entrance examination. We look 
forward to welcoming Charlotte to The Queen’s School in 
September and to working with her to achieve her academic 
aspirations.” 
   Oversubscribed: The school has been oversubscribed for the 
September 2010 intake. The staff and pupils look forward to 
welcoming the newest members to our school before the summer 
holidays prior to them starting full time in September. 
   Rising 5's: Whitley Community Pre-School Rising 5's have been 
enjoying every other Monday afternoon at the school. The children 
walk from the pre-school following their morning session, to enjoy 
lunch at the school, before having an afternoon of learning and 
activities in one of the school classrooms.  The pre- school children 
and our school children are really enjoying this experience.  One 
major benefit is that children who will be attending from September 
are already familiar the school. 
   Fair trade Fortnight : Children from every class in the school 
learned something about running their own businesses when they 
took part in activities for Fairtrade Fortnight.  The school hosted and 
series of coffee mornings and Fairtrade stalls to raise awareness of 
Fairtrade.  Each class chose a theme for their own stall and we had 
children selling "relaxation packs - hot chocolate, sugar, teabags and 
cookies", Fairtrade pencils and rubbers, and a wonderful selections 
of biscuits and dried fruit.  The children’s stalls were added to by 
stalls from Warrington and Chester.  At the two coffee mornings, it 
was great to see not only family members, but also people from the 
village, who came along to support this event.  Many congratulations 
to the children - ably assisted by Mrs Madden - for organising such a 
fantastic fortnight of events. 
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Whitley W.I.  
 

   An enchanted journey from Shanghai to Xian was described by 
speaker Gordon Farr at the March meeting.  Culminating in a 
fascinating look at the Great Wall of China - only to be 
undertaken by those with strong hearts owing to its steepness - 
and finishing with an insight into the Terracotta Army, highlights 
included learning about the life and culture of China, the weird 
and wonderful things to be found in the local markets, a glimpse 
of Tianamen Square and a quick look at the giant panda breeding 
programme. 
   During the evening, June Smither reported on the resolution 
regarding the right of grandparents to access their grandchildren, 
which was discussed at the recent Cheshire federation Annual 
Council meeting, Anne McMurtrie spoke about the recent 
federation PAL (Public Affairs Link) meeting she had attended, 
which discussed access to patient records and Sue Abbott told 
members about the proposed ‘bee garden’, which will be created 
near the church, as part of Whitley WI’s contribution towards 
helping the survival of honey bees. Local children will be 
involved and volunteers will be needed.  
   Financial matters included a discussion on the annual budget, 

     EASTERTIDE, HOT CROSS BUNS, BUNNY, LENT, 
     EGG HUNT, CHOCOLATE, SPRING, BONNET,  
     EASTER, PALM SUNDAY, CHICK, EGG, PARADE,  
 

 
 

Gardening in April  
 

   After such a long cold spell gardens should be starting to take 
shape as the warmer spring weather arrives. However this will 
also bring with it an invasion of slugs and snails. Prevention is 
the best policy when it comes to these garden pests. A few pellets 
sprinkled around your plants should keep them at bay. There are 
also a few organic ways to tackle them such as nematodes 
watered into the soil to attack them. You can also rely on nature's 
predators such as hedgehogs, toads and thrushes, so encourage 
them to visit. An old remedy that works a treat is the beer trap; a 
jar sunk into the ground and filled with beer to attract slugs. 
   Lawn care should now be underway. Mowing regularly will 
help strengthen your grass and discourage coarser grasses. If your 
grass is long make sure your mower blade is at its highest setting 
to avoid turning the grass yellow. Tackle any moss problems by 
aerating the lawn with a fork and raking out any dead grass. This 
will make it harder for moss to take a hold. 
  Now is the time to prune back flowering shrubs to encourage 
new growth for next Spring and if you have a kitchen garden, 
you'll need to thin out seedlings otherwise crops will become 
straggly and won’t crop well. To keep a succession of crops, this 
month is the perfect time to sow tomatoes, sweetcorn and 
courgettes, although its best to sow towards the end of the month 
(and, according to superstition, certainly not on Good Friday!). 
 

Easter Superstitions 
 

  Here are some superstitions relating to Good Friday:… 
 

A child born on Good Friday and baptised on Easter Sunday has 
the gift of healing.  
 

Many fishermen will not set out for catch on Good Friday. 
 

Bread or cakes baked on this day will not go mouldy. 
 

Eggs laid on Good Friday will never go bad.  
 

The planting of crops is not advised on this day, as an old belief 
says that no iron should enter the ground (i.e. spade, fork etc.). 
 

Hot cross buns baked on Good Friday were supposed to have 
magical powers. Hardened old hot cross buns are supposed to 
protect the house from fire. 
 

Having a hair cut on Good Friday will prevent toothaches the rest 
of the year. 
 
 

Your Help Is Needed 
 For The Bee Friendly Area In Whitley 

 

   YOUR WI NEEDS Y O U!!    After attending the WI AGM 
our Past President Sue Abbott came back fired with enthusiasm 
and became the WI Bee Ambassador as bees are a threatened 
species which is very worrying for our food chain.. 
   We, as the Whitley WI, have held events where we have raised 
money toward this project and the Parish Council have kindly 
allowed the WI to use the copse area by the Millennium Seat.  A 
site meeting was held this week with Sue Beesley the BBC 
Gardener of the Year 2006 and runner up in the BBC Gardener of 
the Decade who has agreed to help us. 
   We now have the task of clearing the site of the ground ivy, 
nettles and buttercups which have taken over and also to clear 
areas around the trees and holes before we can plant Bee Friendly 
shrubs and plants.  I am sure that quite a few people would be 
willing to come along and help us to prepare the land – WI 
members and their partners and families would be most welcome 
as more hands less work! 
   This is a real village effort and with Sue Beesley helping us 
with suitable plantings it should be great.  If you are thinning out 
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donations to Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) 
and the draw for the Denman College bursary, which was won by 
Susan Mathers. 
  Future federation events for members to take part in include a 
talk on educating women in Uganda, part of the National 
Federation of Women’s Institutes (NFWI) project “Women 
reaching Women”, a Literary Lunch with speaker, novelist, 
Lesley Pearse and a Garden Party at Cholmondeley Castle, part 
of the Cheshire federation’s 90th birthday celebrations. 
  Whitley WI forthcoming events include truffle and moulded 
chocolate making, a walk in Moore Nature Reserve and a visit to 
the Brindley Theatre.  
  Next meeting- Members’ Night on April 1, 7.30 pm at 
Whitley Village Hall. Please note that, due to a caravan rally 
on the village hall field, parking will be at the Village School 
on this occasion.  
  Visitors and potential members are always welcome at any of 
our meetings, workshops and events and full details and 
information about all Whitley WI activities, monthly rambles and 
book club can be found on www.whitleywi.co.uk or email 
president@whitleywi.org.uk or ring Paula on 01925 730564 or 
Dorothy on 01925 730744.   Meetings are usually on the first 
Thursday of each month at 7.30 pm in Whitley Village Hall. 

 

Mothers Union 
One of our own members Joy Corlett is giving a talk on teaching 

in a deprived area - April 14 th at 2pm. Village Hall 
 

 

 
 

                        Mobile Library 
 

       At Whitley Village Hall car park 
                   from 9.15 – 9.45 am 

 

              Wednesday 7th & 21st April 
 

 
 

Whitley Village Hall Film Show 
       

Presents     Australia 
 

              Starring  Nicole Kidman  
 

An English aristocrat inherits a sprawling   
 ranch and a herd 2,000 head of cattle. 

 

                               Thursday 26 th April at 7.30 pm 
 

Tickets Available at the Door 
 

£3 including refreshments 
  

your garden this Spring could you let the above names know the 
names of the plants/shrubs you could donate so we can see if they 
can be incorporated in the area?  Thank you all so much for your 
support in this very well-worthwhile effort.   
   If you are able to help could you please contact: Clifford Straw 
(730419); Paula Priestner  (730564 ) or Sue Abbott (01928 
581196) and as soon as we have gathered a good working party 
together we can arrange some mutually convenient days. 
                               P L E A S E Help Us. 
 

        
 

Sue Beesley (BBC Gardener of the Year 2006/runner up of 
the Gardener of the Decade), Sue Abbott (Past President), 
Paula Priestner (President) and Clifford Straw at the site 

(the copse opposite the Chetwode Arms) 
 

Whitley Homewatch 
 

   Trading Standards and Cheshire Police would like to alert the 
public following an incident that took place recently in the car 
park of a DIY store. 
  A customer visiting the store was approached by a male selling 
what was described as Nintendo Wii games consoles from his 
vehicle.  The man was in his late 40s early 50s and was driving a 
fairly new white van.  Although he did not get out of his vehicle 
as he leant forward, printed lettering on the back of his jacket 
became visible. 
   After agreeing to buy two games, £160 in cash was handed 
over but unfortunately after closer inspection the boxes only 
contained Wiii 3 TV Entertainment Systems which can be bought 
for approximately 30 pounds. 
  Please be cautious. If you have been approached in such a way 
or have any information relating to this incident please contact 
Cheshire Police on 0845 458 0000. 

 
 

 

Diary Dates  
 

 

Rose Queen AGM 
 

8 pm Monday 12th April at Whitley Village Hall. 
New members welcome.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 

Parish Council 
 

7.30 pm Monday 19th April at Whitley Village Hall  

 
 

Friendly Club  
 

Meetings every 2 weeks at Village Hall 2pm to 4 pm   
 

Next outing 21st April to Skipton leave village at 9.00am 
 

 

   The first outing of the year for the Friendly Club was a very 
enjoyable day to Thornton Cleveleys. An excellent lunch and 
afternoon of entertainment and dancing was enjoyed by all 
members – a really good day out! 
  

 
 

St Luke's Church  
April  

  2nd  2 – 3 pm Good Friday  - Meditation 
  4th  9.30 am Easter Day - Eucharist 
11th 9.30 am Family Service 
18th 9.30 am Holy Communion 
25th 9.30 am Morning Services 

 

Whitley Village News Committee 2010 
 

Mrs A Brock 
01925 730571 

 

Mrs J Leicester 
01925 601864 

Mrs S Critchley 
01925 730440 

 

Mrs J Smither 
01925 730478 

Editor:-  
Mrs T Critchley 

01925 730569 
 

Contacts Officer:- 
Mrs A Tolson 
01925 730910 

Mrs P Gaskell 
01925 730573 

 

Mrs L Wright 
01606 892402 

 

PLEASE NOTE - THIS IS THE ONLY ORGANISATIONS/ CONTA CTS LIST TO BE PUBLISHED THIS YEAR  
*****WHY NOT CUT IT OUT AND KEEP IT WITH YOUR WHITL EY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY*****  
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DON’T FORGET YOU CAN ACCESS THESE DETAILS ANYTIME O NLINE  
 
 
 

Organisations and Contacts  
 

BAKER -------------------------------------- Mrs J Perry     01606 42162 ROSE QUEEN ---------------------                 Details to be Confirmed 
 
 

BRIDGE CLUB  ----- Wednesdays, Antrobus Village Hall - 7.20pm 
 

                                                Linda Ince    01925 730533 

 
SCOUTS -------                      Mr John Frodsham     01928 567028 

BROWNIES ----------- (Closed) ST. LUKE’S  CHURCH   ----- Rev. Richard Diggle   01925 730158 

CIRCUIT TRAINING                Mrs Julie Clayton     01925 730618 
 

    FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S  --- Mr Ian Roberts       01925 730593 

COMMUNITY CARS --------------------------------------- 01606 784497 
 

COMMUNITY CHOIR ---------------- Cate Madden    01925 730230 
 

STRETTON NEWSAGENT ------------------------------ 01925 730388 
 

STRETTON SUB-POST OFFICE ---------------------- 01925 730255 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR --------- Malcolm Byram      01606 74451 
 

STRETTON YFC -------- Secretary: Paul Gerrard     07775 907765 
CRIME/ INCIDENT REPORT --------------------------- 0845 458 0000 

 

                                             Chairman: Tom Earl     07870 118660 
CUB SCOUTS ------------------------------ Cathy Lee    07956 061341 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ---------  Malcolm Byram     01606 74451 
 

DOG TRAINING CLUB  --            Derek Williams     01925 267647 
 

FRANDLEY QUAKER MEETING             Sundays 10.30 to 11.30 
                      Frandley Meeting House, Sandiway Lane, Antrobus 
----------------------------------------Michael Hennessey   01928 718417 

 

VILLAGE HALL TEL NO  --------------------------------- 01925 730839 
 

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT  ----------- Cathy Ure      01925 730199 
 

WHITLEY BOWLS                                Pat Gaskell 01925 730573 
                                                         Joan Pattinson 01606 891959 
 

WHITLEY COMM PRE-SCHOOL ----- Karen Hood 07881 658810 
 

WHITLEY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
FRIENDLY CLUB                               Mrs P Ikin      01925 267865                                                          Keith Gaskell    01925 730573 

GUIDES -------------------------------------  Mrs J Clarke 01925 730206 
                                                           Mrs M Barber 01925 730784 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE SCHOOL  ------ Headteacher Mrs J Morrison 
 

                                                                                  01925 730230 
 

HOMEWATCH CO- ORDINATOR Mr John Shaw   01925 730390 
 

MILKMAN  ----------------------------------- Mr Wood      01606 851240 
 

MOTHERS UNION -                      Mrs Jean Pace   01925 730415 
 

PARISH COUNCIL    ---      Clerk Mr John Shaw     01925 730390 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  Mrs P. Gaskell   01925 730573 
 

  FRIENDS OF WHITLEY SCHOOL  Geoff Barker  01928 713923 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE WEBSITE  ---------- www.whitleyvillage.org.uk 
                                                  email     andy_cairns@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ----------------- Paula Priestner  01925 730564 
                                                                        Dorothy  01925 730744             
 

POLICE,   Northwich ---------------------------------------- 01606 48000 
 

,                                                     email president@whitleywi.org.uk  
                                      or check our website www.whitleywi.org.uk. 
 

          Please notify the editor of any changes to  these contact  details  
�
�
�
�
�
�

 

 
 

 

Village Hall Lottery  
March Draw  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
 

Mike Vaughan- Edwards 
 

2nd Prize  £50 
 

Mrs Graham 
 

3rd Prize  £25 
 

Julie Platt 
 

4th  Prize  £10 
 

Karen Fallon 
 

The Lottery is drawn every month with four winners. Would you like to participate in it? 
For an entry form please ‘phone either Jane Gleave on 730773 or June Smither 730478 


