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Dear Readers  
Please Note!  The next Village News covers both August and September  so any news items for these months will need to be 
submitted by July 15 th to – 
Theo Critchley at    Maple Cottage, Dark Lane, Higher  Whitley   or    Tel 01925 730569    or    email. JamesTCritchley@aol.com . 
Please note receipt of your email will be confirmed – if you do not receive confirmation please send again!    
 

Many thanks to all those who deliver the WVN. 
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If you would like to have a child’s name added to the Birthday List 
contact Theo Critchley 01925 730569. Their name will appear 
annually in future issues of the WVN. Please note we can only 
include children 11 years old or under who either live in Whitley or 
attend Whitley Village School. 
 

Notable Dates in July 
 

St. Swithin's Day      15th July 
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Harold Geoffrey Freeman 
 

 Betty And Roger wish to thank all friends and neighbours 
for their kind expressions of sympathy and cards received 
during the sad loss of Geoff, also for the many donations to 
St Luke’s Church. 

 

Thank You 
 

 John and Barbara Clarke would like to thank everyone 
who sent cards and presents after the operation and stroke 
ordeal that we had. Many thanks once again. 

 
 
 

 

“Rouge, Grooves and Platform Shoes” 
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Re-live the decade of flares, the Bay City 
Rollers & Kevin Keegan! 
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Whitley Village News 
   In order to create more space in the WVN it has been 
proposed that the Organisations and Contacts Details on the 
back page could be printed annually rather than in each issue. 
If you have a view on this please let a member of the WVN 
committee know before October. 
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1st Whitley Cub-Scout Group 
(From the minutes of the AGM) 

The Cub-Scout AGM took place on 5th June, the 40th 
Anniversary for the Scout Group. At present there are 10 cubs 
and 6 scouts with the obvious opportunity for growth in 
numbers. Activities throughout the year included summer 
camp, survival & fitness challenges, Badges from first aid to 
world faith & plenty of weekly fun (including a Britain’s Got 
Talent event!). 
The Treasurer reported that even the Cub-Scout Group isn’t 
exempt from the ‘credit crunch’ & without a Community 
donation from NatWest Bank the Accounts would not be 
solvent. Urgent fund raising is required.  
We are so lucky to have a Cub and Scout Group in Whitley, it 
was reported at the AGM that even on a local basis Groups are 
closing due to lack of numbers/support. We meet at the 
Village Hall on Fridays, Cubs from 5.30pm – 7pm ages 8 to 
11 and Scouts from 7pm – 8.30pm ages 11 to 14.  
If you know anyone who falls into these age categories then 
please encourage them to come to a meeting and join us. For 
confirmation of meeting dates please see contact details on the 
reverse of WVN         WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!! 
 

 

Whitley W.I.  
 

  Members were delighted to hear that the resolution, asking for 
more funding for research into honeybee health, had been passed 
almost unanimously at the recent AGM in London.  It was agreed 
that the money raised at the May Palm Court Tea Party would go 
towards a local community project to raise awareness about the 
problems facing these bees. Bee friendly seeds would be bought 
and given to Whitley WI members and families and children in 
the area, together with information about bees, their habitat and 
where to buy local honey. 
  Who really wrote Shakespeare’s sonnets is question that has 
puzzled scholars for hundreds of years and Ben Alexander, a 
management consultant and historical researcher, believes he has 
the answer. During his fascinating talk, The Darling Buds of 
Maie, members were given intriguing evidence that the authors 
could have been the lovers, Mary Fitton (or Phytton), of 
Gawsworth and her lover, William Herbert, third Earl of 
Pembroke. Ben believes that the sonnets describe the highs and 
lows of their love story and he certainly provides a strong 
argument that this is the case.    
  June Smither was thanked for organising an excellent visit to the 
David Mellor cutlery factory and shop and Haddon Hall in 
Derbyshire. The day finished with an enjoyable high tea prepared 
by fellow WI members in Darley Dale.  The next outing is an 
evening boat trip on the river Weaver, for members, families and 
friends, on August 6, which includes supper and a running 
commentary about the river, its history and its wildlife. 
  Committee member and Craft Workshop Organiser, Hilary 
Durkin, has organised two workshops, Drawing for Beginners on 
July 28 and Making a lidded Rush Basket on September 8. 
  Some Whitley WI members were delighted to be a part of the 
recent television programme on BBC 1, Calendar Girls - Ten 
Years On, when, as members of the Weaver Valley WI Choir, 
with fellow member, Musical Director, Joyce Kirkpatrick, they 
sang Jerusalem.  Just shows that anything is possible with the 
WI! 
  For full details of all Whitley WI events, activities, monthly 
rambles and book club, check out our website 
www.whitleywi.org.uk, email president@whitleywi.org.uk or 
ring Helen on 01925 730329.  We always welcome visitors and 
new members.  Meetings are usually on the first Thursday of 
each month at 7.30 pm in Whitley Village Hall. 
  For details of Cheshire federation activities check 
www.cheshirewi.org.uk. And for WI national activities check 
www.nfwi.org.uk. 
 

 
 

Palm Court Tea Party  - Whitley W.I.  
 

  The Whitley WI had a Palm Court Tea Party on Sunday 17th 

May and they had a Quartet playing throughout the afternoon.  
We wrote to Yorkshire Tea who kindly donated all the teabags, a 
couple of cakes, biscuits, coffee and some point of sale material 
which was a great help.  We also had an Exhibition of all the 
crafts members had done plus a Trading Table which was very 
popular. Also there was a room where the children were well 
looked after with games etc by Melanie Barber.  We also had a 
book stall which was well patronised. 

 

Whitley Conservation Society 
 

Whitley Birdwatch by Ian Macpherson 

  On May Bank Holiday Sunday I was making a few notes for the 
newsletter including the fact that, having announced at the 
beginning of the year about the presence of ravens in Back Lane, 
I had not seen them since March and literally within minutes I 
heard that familiar “korrp” and two were there on their on 
favourite perch on the big ash tree across the field from Poachers 
Lodge. It was uncanny especially since they promptly 
disappeared again to be heard only occasionally since!  
  On the subject of absentees, we appear to have lost our resident 
nuthatches which have not been seen since the cold spell in 
January/February. As I write this at beginning of June still no 
cuckoo to be heard. They are reported down in numbers by 30%. 
From hearing them regularly when we first moved to Whitley and 
the pleasure of 2 chasing around the perimeter of our garden for 
weeks six years ago I have rarely heard them the last few years 
and not at all in 2008. Also on my missing list is spotted 
flycatchers. They are a late arrival from south of the equator so 
watch out for them from late May. This is a bird that can be 
distinguished by its feeding habits. It will perch on a post or 
branch with a view, often in that semi shaded area where insects 
accumulate under trees or hedges, from where it darts out to catch 
one then back to its vantage point. This bird has suffered a sharp 
decline in numbers but they are present in the county whereas it’s 
relative the pied flycatcher is an mainly an upland deciduous 
woodland bird. A strikingly attractive bird the pied is worth 
keeping a lookout for, it likes nest boxes. The nearest place I 
have seen them is Kelsall. 
  Last month I mentioned the 17 mallard chicks reduced to just 6 
within days, well sadly none at all survived the month. Whilst 
mother tended them on Back Lane pool she still paid daily visits 
back to base coming and knocking on the kitchen or study 
window for a handful of seed. Coincident with the disappearance 
of the last chick, mother, drake and the “lodger” drake always 
with them spent more and more time back in our garden to virtual 
full time presence by last week in May.  
  There has been an explosion in numbers visiting our feeder as 
all the finches, tits and sparrows have fledged. It’s been a full 
time job since the end of May toping up the seeds every day. The 
various finches are the greediest but this year the starlings have 
discovered us! The trouble is they descent like a swarm of locusts 
and take everything in sight. We have regularly seen 2 adults 
bring 14 young for a gorge. Given that a starling clutch is 
normally 4 to 7 eggs, we can only speculate what makes up this 
group. 
  I had a pleasant surprise on the evening of 4th June when a male 
bullfinch visited our feeder. A first time in our garden, the only 
other place around Whitley I have seen a pair occasionally is at 
the top of Back Lane near Manor Farm gate. They love the buds 
of fruit trees which is a clue where to look out for them.  Anyway 
our visitor has now been around for a few days so we are hoping 
a female will appear soon. 
  Of course it’s not just what you see that counts! The local tawny 
owls have been very active in the last couple of weeks and can be 
heard screeching and hooting from dusk till dawn, a sure sign that 
the young will have left the nest now.  To help with identification 
here is address of a useful web site. www.garden-birds.co.uk 
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Whitley Friendly Club  
Our trip to Southport took place on a fine but very windy day. 
Fortunately the sun did come out to welcome us! We stopped off 
at Warbreck Garden Centre in Ormskirk for Afternoon Tea which  
was excellent. We were met at the door and treated to waiter 
service. This is highly recommended as a place to try if you are 
ever in the area! 

 

WALL Holiday Club Presents… 
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Whitley Homewatch 
 

The Home Office recently launched an initiative to reduce 
burglaries which included a free advice pack which contains:-  
Advice leaflets on preventing burglary and distraction burglary.  
A printed version of the online personalised home security self-
assessment from the Home Office website.  
A " before you leave the house" security checklist to put by the 
front door.  
A guide to Home Watch & the benefits of setting up a scheme.  
Advice for tenants on home security.  
A copy of the Policing Pledge.  
Discount vouchers for home security devices at B & Q stores.  
To request a pack ring 0800 456 1213 
 

The following information has been received from Greater 
Manchester Police and may spread to Cheshire  
The caller claims to be from BT. Caller rings and informs victim 
that the bill has not been paid and they will cut them off if they 
don’t pay it by card. Victim at first resists and puts the phone 
down and when they pick it up again the line and Internet Net 
connection is dead. The caller has not hung up so it blocks the 
line giving the impression it has been cut off adding 
credibility to the story.  Then, caller comes back on line and the 
victim pays the bill by card. Sometimes the caller states that the 
card has been declined so the victim gives details of a second 
card as well.  
 

 

 
 

 

(Minute 6 20th  Apl 09  Refers to Parish Council Minutes which can be found on website www.whitleyvillage.org.uk) 
 

   
Planning  

 
Applications 

  

 
Reference 

 
Description 

 
Address 

 
Name 

Date Parish Council 
Agree or Object 

Date Vale Royal 
Approve or Refuse 

09-00127-FUL 
12th Feb 2009 

Conservatory to side 
elevation 

3 Grimsditch Barn 
Greenhill Lane 

Mr Geoffrey Latham No Objection 
Minute 5 2nd Mar 09 

Withdrawn 
5th June 2009 

09-00345-FUL 
26th Feb 2009 

Glass veranda to rear 2 Village Barns, 
Street Lane 

Mr Robert Burton Objection.Unhappy with  
design & materials used. 
Minute 5 2nd March 09 

Refused 
27th May 2009 

09-00504-LBC 
26th March 2009 

Construction of 
chimney, demolition of 
internal wall and 
addition of door. 

Towngate House, 
Back Lane 

Mr N Antrobus No Objection 
Minute 6 20th Apl 09 

Approved  
13th May 2009 

09-00400-FUL 
30 March 2009 

Alterations and 
extension 

Mount Pleasant, 
Goosebrook Lane 

Mr & Mrs A Phillips No Objection but concern 
expressed about use of 
agricultural land may be 
used for building. 
Minute 6 20th Apl 09 

Approved  
15th May 2009 

09-00528-CERT 
27th March 2009 

Demolition of garage, 
conservatory and porch 
and Two storey 
extension to rear. 

Mount Pleasant, 
Goosebrook Lane 

Mr & Mrs A Phillips No Objection 
See note on above 
application 
Minute 6 20th Apl 09 

 

APP/A0665/A/09/
2102089   
21st April 2009 

Change of use from 
vacant/agricultural 
building to veterinary 
therapy clinic.  
09/00063/COU 

Hattonview Farm, 
Tarporley Road 

Mrs Sarah Newton   

06-0417-Cou 
23rdApril 09 

Removal of condition 1 
to enable permanent use 
of land for the storage 
of vehicles 

KD Motors  
Northwich Road 

K Dickins   

09-00573-FUL 
30th April 2009 

Alteration and 
extension including 
increase roof height and 
addition of dormer 
windows. 

Brackendale 
School lane 

G Faulkner   

09-00794-FUL 
28th May 2009 

Extension of existing 
garage to form garden 
workshop/store.  
Replacement of roof 
over existing garage 
and associated repairs. 

Ashfield Farm 
Dark Lane 

John Whitworth   

The 2009 Children's Holiday Club  
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Whitley Village Hall  
 

Saturday 24th October 2009 
 

3 course meal / Casino / Bond inspired 
quiz 

Champagne reception / Dress to impress 
Tickets £20 

 

Contact Cathy Ure 730199, 
Peter Clayton 730618  

Or Clifford Straw 730418 for tickets 
�

 

 
Organisations, Contacts and Diary Dates  

 

BAKER -------------------------------------- Mrs J Perry     01606 42162 POLICE,   Northwich ---------------------------------------- 01606 48000 

BRIDGE CLUB  ----- Wednesdays, Antrobus Village Hall - 7.20pm 
 

                                                Linda Ince    01925 730533 

ROSE QUEEN --------------------- Mrs Ann Tolson     01925 730910 
                                                       Mr N Heavey      01925 730418 

BROWNIES ----------- (Closed) SCOUTS ---------------------------------- Fridays  7.00 – 8.30pm  WVH 

CIRCUIT TRAINING Mon 6.45–7.45pm & Fri 1.45 –2.45 pm WVH 
 

                                                 Mrs Julie Clayton     01925 730618 
 

                                 Mr John Frodsham     01928 567028 
 

ST. LUKE’S  --------------------- Rev. Richard Diggle   01925 730158 

COMMUNITY CARS --------------------------------------- 01606 784497 
 

COMMUNITY CHOIR ---------------- Cate Madden    01925 730230 
 

    FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S  --- Mr Ian Roberts       01925 730593 
 

STRETTON NEWSAGENT ------------------------------ 01925 730388 

                                             Thurs 6 – 7 pm     Whitley School Hall STRETTON SUB-POST OFFICE ---------------------- 01925 730255 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR --------- Malcolm Byram      01606 74451 STRETTON YFC -------- Secretary: Paul Gerrard     07775 907765 

CRIME/ INCIDENT REPORT --------------------------- 0845 458 0000                                              Chairman: Tom Earl     07870 118660 

CUB SCOUTS ------------------------------ Cathy Lee    07956 061341 TODDLER GROUP -------------------- Thurs 9.30 – 11.30 am   WVH 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ---------  Malcolm Byram     01606 74451                                                            Karen Hood    07881 658810 

DOG TRAINING CLUB  ---------------------------- Weds 7.15pm WVH 
 

                                                     Derek Williams     01925 267647 
 

VILLAGE HALL TEL NO  --------------------------------- 01925 730839 
 

 Committee Meeting  8pm every 3rd   Thursday of the month WVH 
 

FRANDLEY QUAKER MEETING             Sundays 10.30 to 11.30 
                      Frandley Meeting House, Sandiway Lane, Antrobus 
���������������������������������������� Michael Hennessey   01928 718417 
 

FRIENDLY CLUB  ------------------- 2 – 4 pm   Thurs.23 rdJuly WVH 
 

                                                            Mrs P Ikin      01925 267865 

 
VILLAGE HALL CONTACT  ----------- Cathy Ure      01925 730199 
 
 
 

WHITLEY BOWLS        7.15pm Thurs   9 th July  Chetwode Arms 
 

            Pat Gaskell 01925 730573 / Joan Pattinson 01606 891959 
 

   Garden Party ( members only) -- 2.00 pm Thurs 9 th July WVH WHITLEY COMM PRE-SCHOOL  ----- Karen Hood 07881 658810 

    Trip to York ----------- Thurs 16 th July 9.15 am start from WVH                                     Mon 9.15 - 12.00am / 12.30 – 3.00pm WVH 

GUIDES ------------------------------- Mondays  6.30 – 8.00pm    WVH                             Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday, 9.15 – 12 noon  WVH 

        Mrs J Clarke   01925 730206 / Mrs M Barber   01925 730784 WHITLEY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

HOMEWATCH CO- ORDINATOR Mr John Shaw   01925 730390 
 

MILKMAN  ----------------------------------- Mr Wood      01606 851240 
 

                                                         Keith Gaskell    01925 730573 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE SCHOOL  ------- Headteacher Mrs J Morrison 

MOTHERS UNION ------- 2nd  Weds of month, 2.00pm Church Hall 
 

                                                       Mrs Jean Pace   01925 730415 
 

                                                                                  01925 730230 
 

  FRIENDS OF WHITLEY SCHOOL  Geoff Barker  01928 713923 

PARISH COUNCIL ------------  7.30 pm Monday 13 th  July – WVH 
 

                                             Clerk Mr John Shaw     01925 730390 
 

WHITLEY VILLAGE WEBSITE  ---------- www.whitleyvillage.org.uk 
                                                  email     andy_cairns@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ----------------------See Item inside this issue 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  Mrs P. Gaskell   01925 730573                Sue Abbott   01928 581196 email  Sue.abbott@ukonline 

 

(WVH – Whitley Village Hall) 
 

 
 

Whitley Village News Committee  
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Whitley Friendly Club  
 

Annual Bazaar 
7pm, Thursday 20th August 

 

Whitley Village Hall 
All Welcome 

 

More Details in next WVN 
 

 

Mobile Library  
 

At Whitley Village Hall car park 
between 9.15 – 9.45 am 

Wednesday 1st, 15th & 29th July 
 

 

Village Hall Lottery  
May  Draw  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
Joan Pattinson  

 

2nd Prize  £50 
J Sturrock  

 

3rd Prize  £25 
W Hinchliffe  

 

4th  Prize  £10 
Mrs M Radcliffe  

 

June  Draw  

 

1st  Prize  £125 
Julie Murphy  

 

2nd Prize  £50 
Peter Johnson  

 

3rd Prize  £25 
Helen Brock  

 

4th  Prize  £10 
Linda Ince/ Katie Lavenda  

 

The Lottery is drawn every month with four winners. Would you like to participate in it? 
For an entry form please ‘phone either Jane Gleave on 730773 or June Smither 730478 


